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Over the years I have taught pupils about the Black Death, the Plague, the Irish Famine
and the Spanish ‘Flu but like so many of you, I never expected to experience a
pandemic and I wonder how the historians of the future will analyse our response and
our behaviour?

Covid-19 represents another extraordinary chapter in Godolphin’s History – the
Godolphin family played a key part in the politics of the reign of Queen Anne in the
War of the Spanish Succession and Godolphin staff and girls contributed to the war
effort during both world wars in the 20th century.  

The Prep girls’ response to Covid-19 has been characteristically impressive too. We are
extremely proud of all of them - they continued to work hard throughout the
lockdowns and each time they returned to the classroom their test results and reports
highlighted their academic progress. Perhaps just as importantly, at home and in School,
the girls never lost their sense of humour.

The girls’ awareness of those less fortunate than themselves was also notable.
Kanyangeya School in Uganda has suffered flooding, locusts and Covid – ‘they’ve really
had it tough’, according to Year 6.  Determined as ever to make a difference, the girls,
led by Head Girl Flora, raised enough money to enable the School to buy a new
generator so that they could re-open their school for some year groups.

Over the last 18 months, the Prep staff and I feel that we have truly experienced what
Michael Rosen (the former Children’s Laureate) called the power of kindness and we
are very grateful to all the girls and their parents for their support and generosity. 

However, it is now time to look ahead. We pride ourselves on keeping our curriculum
and our calendar under review. We are justifiably proud of our academic and pastoral
reputation but teachers and schools must always be alert to the ever-changing world
around us so that we are supporting and encouraging young people to thrive.

Schools foster ‘grit’ and ‘resilience’ as key qualities - and of course, they have their place
- but increasingly we need to concentrate on well-being and attentive listening in a
positive learning environment.

Attentive listening is so important – as teachers and parents we are aiming to be patient,
accepting, and engaged – but are we always good listeners? One of our favourite
authors is Eva Ibbotson and her book, One Dog and His Boy, really makes the point
about the power of listening. Although we cannot always have what we want, we
certainly do not want be like the Fentons.
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The girls recently completed the Wiltshire Wellbeing Survey and the staff have used the
results to inform our planning as we strive to create our own inspiring and diverse
Wellbeing Programme. Some of you have already accessed the Wellbeing Hub on the
website as it has a great deal of useful advice and information to help you to support
your daughter and I would certainly encourage you all to attend the GO Parent
Conference on 5 November. 

We plan to take part in a study on Corefulness led by Libbie Cordle, a Senior School
parent. This programme which includes 3-5 minute warm ups for the start of morning
and afternoon lessons has already had success in improving pupils’ concentration and
dexterity. Libbie will also be working with the Games Department to see how her
expertise in physiotherapy and corefulness can enhance performance in sport. 

The staff are already excited about the trips and activities they have planned for the
Autumn Term and we have housekeeping updates too. Mrs Lamb is moving upstairs to
combine her classroom with the book room, Miss Fisher has a new interactive
whiteboard and Ms Findley is excited to be setting up an art studio for the younger girls
in the Prep. 

Above all, we are all hoping that in September we can enjoy a return to ‘normal’ and
welcome back parents to our Friday assemblies, sports fixtures and concerts. 
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Julia Miller, Head



"Hello to you all, and a huge congratulations on the end of what I’m sure
was an unexpected school year. I wish I could be there to see you in
person and celebrate your achievements together, but sadly it isn’t possible
this year. I would like to wish you the very best of luck in the year ahead,
especially those of you leaving the Prep School. 

I imagine you’re feeling excitement, apprehension, uncertainty, and many
other emotions all at once – I know I was when I left school. 

If I had one tip for you it would be to value your friends, family and
community, as they will see you through the toughest of times. Also, be
kind to yourself – success comes in many forms, and you’ve achieved so
much already.  Well done again, and I hope you all have a lovely summer
break."
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OG Alice Tetley was a pupil in the Senior School from 2013-2015.  She
studied A-level Biology, Chemistry and History with Spanish, and she was in
Hamilton. Alice has recently qualified as a doctor and she starts work at
Charing Cross Hospital in July.
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https://youtu.be/xE15Be2aYD8
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We would like to start with the Elizabeth Godolphin Awards to Year 6.  
This wide-ranging programme is designed to prepare the girls for the
transition to their senior schools by introducing them to new subjects and
skills while fostering teamwork and independent learning. The girls enjoyed
debating with Mrs Lamb, First Aid with Sister Gill and Bushcraft with Major
Reavill and their tutors. 

This term it has been a real pleasure to listen to their Independent Project
presentations on a wide variety of subjects including equestrian vaulting,
Ancient Egypt, sailing, dinosaurs, rag dolls, animal conservation, tennis and
the cars used in James Bond films. 

The following have been awarded their Elizabeth Godolphin Awards with
Distinction:

Lily Collishaw, Flora Dougherty, Olivia Le Boëdec-Hughes, Madeleine Potts,
Hesper Sharman, Kayra Spurling and Emma Wilkinson.
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Year 6.1
Cerys is an extremely thoughtful and helpful member of 6-1; she
is both kind and caring towards her peers in Year 6 but also
throughout the school. There is never a job too big or too small
and she is always there for her friends. Cerys has worked
exceptionally hard this year and I hope she is proud of all she has
achieved. I know we all are. 

Kayra is always on the lookout for others and has everyone's best
interests at heart. She is a friend to all and always on hand with
words of congratulations or encouragement. As a founder
member of Gardening Club, Kayra is often found giggling at the
patch, doing her bit for the spirit of Godolphin and its
environment. Thank you for all your efforts this year Kayra.

Kirsty has worked so hard in Year 5 and has made excellent
progress. Kirsty always gives of her best. She is such a kind girl and
truly is a friend to all. 

Sophie M. is a friend to everyone. Unwaveringly kind to every
member of the class and she always tries to do the right thing.
Sophie has made excellent progress this year and is always
enthusiastic in lessons. I have been impressed with her willingness
to try new things and her curiosity for learning is infectious! 

Hattie has gone from strength to strength since joining Godolphin.
She is polite and always happy to help. I have been impressed
with her perseverance when she has found things tricky, and she
has shown a real growth mindset. Well done for a great year,
Hattie. 

Stella is polite, considerate, hardworking, and enthusiastic about all
that we do. She is an excellent role model for the younger girls
and has had a wonderful year!

Year 6.2

Year 5

Year 4

Year  3

PRE-PREP 
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Olivia has demonstrated not only that she has exceptional
natural talent but also that she has progressed tremendously well
as the year has gone on, whether on paper or through her
contributions in the class. I wish her much success in her future
French learning.

Alexis is a very well-motivated girl, and she has shown such
determination to do well in French. Her curiosity and enthusiasm
for the language have been a pleasure to see. She has much
potential and will no doubt go from strength to strength in her
learning.

Isadora has made a significant contribution to the sporting life of
the Prep over a number of years. An excellent gymnast, she is
kind, highly motivated and very talented. She deserves our
congratulations for her hugely successful fund raising endeavours
for the Royal British Legion in the Autumn Term. 

Azadeh clearly enjoys swimming and she has made significant
progress this year. We hope that she will have the opportunity
to compete in galas next term. Well done, Azadeh. 

Hesper is a perfectionist and her work throughout the year
highlights her attention to detail, her IT skills and her ability to
empathise with other people. She has the potential to do very
well in this subject in the future. 

FRENCH

SPORT

SWIMMING

GEOGRAPHY

Rose is wonderfully quirky, enthusiastic, and hard-working. She is
experimental, thoughtful, enquiring and extremely conscientious,
giving nothing less than 100% to all that she creates. Her passion
lies in experimenting with and combining paints, colours and
textures in her pieces. Rose is brave in her choices, always  for
ways in which to extend her abilities within art, and is never
afraid to push forward, begin again or fail. This has allowed her
over the last few years to blossom into an interesting young
artist.

ART



Computing is second nature to Georgie and she has continued
to excel in this subject. She is always on hand to help others
and has been our resident Room 1 expert, helping her subject
teachers to connect their various devices to the screen and
giving technical assistance for EGA presentations. Well done,
Georgie! Enjoy digital learning in the Senior School next year.

Hesper is a wonderful student of English. She is a voracious
reader, and her written work is always of the highest standard.
Hesper has a love of words, a vivid imagination, and her hard
work this year has really paid off!

Lily (Co) has worked exceptionally hard in Maths this year and
has a real flair for problem solving. Her ability to unpick
challenging tasks and determinedly use all of her maths
knowledge to get to an answer highlights her strengths in the
subject. A talented mathematician in the making.

Madeleine is a keen scientist who has really pulled out all the
stops this year. She has a flair for the subject and combines this
with a thirst for knowledge and a great work ethic. She always
has her finger on the pulse of current developments in Science
and I could not have asked for a better STEM Prefect. Well
done, Maddie!
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COMPUTING

ENGLISH

MATHS

SCIENCE

Poppy is a committed and conscientious musician, who
contributes greatly to the musical life of the school. She is
working through her music grades at a speedy pace and achieved
the Grade 5 theory qualification. Her contributions in Prep
Strings and Mrs Hattersley's Orchestra have been much
appreciated, and she has been a super assistant in Music Theory
Club.

Music

Bethany always works extremely hard. She takes great pride in
her work, always adding extra detail and personal touches, which
reflect her understanding of the subject and her humour. 

HISTORY



Prep Art 

Competition

Endeavour 

Plate

Florence is an extremely positive and conscientious member of
her class. She always puts maximum effort and energy into
everything she does, inside and outside the classroom. Even if
she finds something tricky, she uses her own time to catch up or
clarify a point to enhance her learning. 
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PREP Music

Competition

Alexis is a gifted performer who brings her sunny personality
and natural charm to the stage. Her warm-toned singing voice
won her first place in the Music Competition this year, with the
song 'Butterfly' by Lin Marsh. This was a fantastic and well-
deserved achievement. We look forward to hearing her sing
many more times in the coming year.

Verity is an enthusiastic and interesting artist, who for the Art
Competition gave us a different 3D perspective on space. Her
wonderful space ship flight desk with added flashing lights was
inventive and fun, allowing you to daydream what it might be
like to be inside a spaceship.
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Kayra's enthusiasm for all aspects of the Classical World is
infectious. She has read widely around the subject and has
brought the same level of commitment to her study of the Latin
language. She has consistently gone beyond what is required of
her, and I have been impressed by her determination to
succeed.

CLASSICS

Sophie is a deep thinker and she really shines in RE. She enjoys
lively, class discussions and embraces opportunities to discuss
life’s ‘big questions’.

RE

Madeleine has a flair for creative writing and a wonderful author
voice. She creates memorable characters, life-like settings and
poems with such energy, they bounce off the page.

CREATIVE 

WRITING

Elsie shows great promise in Drama and we were all very
impressed with her convincing performance as Mr Buttress in
Magpie Manor. We look forward to seeing her in Senior School
productions in future. 

DRAMA

Emma has worked with enthusiasm, determination and a great
sense of humour to make excellent progress in Science. She
epitomises the spirit of this award and can be very proud of all
her efforts this year. Well done, Emma.

MICKY  FOSTER 

SCIENCE CUP
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Head Girl 

(Governors'

Cup)

Deputy Head 

gIRLS (FoGP Cup)

Flora has been a wonderful Head Girl. Kind and caring, she has
been a great role model. Always willing to help other girls and
the staff. Her determination and her leadership skills are
impressive as are her compassion and her incredible fund
raising efforts for Kanyangeya School in Uganda. Thank you for
everything you have done, not just this year but also
throughout your years in the Prep. 

Our three deputies have always tried hard to support their
peers and they have been particularly gracious about helping
staff with all sorts of jobs around the Prep. We wish you all well
and hope that you are very happy in the Senior school in
September. 
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Caring Cup
This is probably the cup that the girls value the most. They all
have the chance to vote and it was no surprise that Flora
received the most votes. She is one of the kindest girls in
school and her commitment to the Prep over many years has
been incredible. She leaves with our love and very best wishes
for the future. 

Walters 

Boarding Cup

Lonnie is the youngest boarder in Walters and started boarding
in unusual circumstances. She had never met the boarding staff
before and was not familiar with the House but soon became
an integral part of Walters top floor as a full boarder. She
enjoys talking and playing with all the year groups in the House
and staff children. We look forward to seeing her flourishing
further in Year 5. 

Sophie H. thoroughly deserves this prize. This has been an
important year for her. She has grown in confidence and she
now takes great pride in her work and she has shown all of her
teachers how much it matters to her to do well. She has also
been a very helpful member of the Prep community who
enjoys responsibility and helping others.

Janet Munday

CUP

It is hard to imagine the Cerys who joined us in Year 2 is the
same Cerys who leaves us today. She has grown so much in
confidence and she epitomises all of our values. She is one of
the outstanding Prefects, all of the staff and the girls in Pre-
Prep have really valued her company and her help. Recently
she even asked to leave her lesson because she heard one of
the Nursery girls crying – "I need to go, I know that cry." A
huge thank you for everything you have done, Cerys.

Spirit of

Godolphin
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Alexis Badenhorst

Ellie Boulton

Kirsty Cook

Isabel Cotter

Bethany Cowie

Lily Elmorsy

Jessica Hancock

Roya Humbert

Verity James

Alice Jones

Isabel Parker

Isabel Roberts

Sienna Samanta
 

Zara Velasco

Tessa Whitelegge

Head Girl

Playground Prefect

Music Prefect

Hamilton House Captain

Deputy Head Girl

Swimming Prefect

IT/STEM Prefect

Pre-Prep Prefect

Chair of School Council

Sports Prefect

Methuen House Captain

Art Prefect

Douglas House Captain

Eco Prefect and 
Head of Prep Boarders

Library & Media Prefect   
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Elain joined the Prep in September
2003 and over the years, she has
guided many girls and their parents
through Nursery and Pre-Prep
with kindness, imagination and a
huge amount of good judgement
and advice. She has led Pre-Prep
through several very successful
inspections and always been on
hand to help and support
colleagues. I would like to add my
personal thanks to her for
everything she has done and for
her endless patience and sound
advice on all aspects of Prep life.

Elain Southgate

Lucy Church
Lucy has been with us for two years
and she has made an enormous
contribution to the Prep – both in
school and in looking after the
Walters boarders. Incredibly patient,
kind and full of common sense, she
has a great sense of humour and it is
easy to see why the girls love and
respect her. The staff are going to
miss all of the baking treats we have
enjoyed. Miss Church really is the
queen of the chocolate brownies.
We wish her well as she moves on to
university to complete her teaching
degree and we very much hope that
she keeps in touch with us.



On behalf of the staff, girls and parents, I want to thank all of those people
who help to make the Prep such a special place. 

Our cleaners, the catering staff, the grounds and maintenance teams and all
those in administration, admissions and marketing who help us every day
but rarely get the recognition they deserve.

Sister Gill and Dr Wood have been much-loved figures in the Prep and we
were thrilled to be able to give them a proper Prep send-off earlier this
week. 

My personal thanks go to SMT and to Emma Hattersley in particular – you
have always been there for us and your help, advice and encouragement
are invaluable. 

To Sir Nick Pope and all of the Governors, we are sorry that you could not
be with us for our end of term celebrations but thank you for your
guidance and support. 

Finally, the Prep staff – the Good Schools Guide described you as the
‘dream team’ and they were absolutely right. Your professionalism, kindness
and humour have shone through brighter than ever in the last 18 months. It
is a privilege to be part of this incredible team. 

Wishing you all a safe and happy summer.
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Julia Miller, Head




