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Year 1     Curriculum Overview: Pirates and Explorers   Autumn Term 2021  

 
Mathematics 
 

 

Place value,  
Writing numerals and written 
numbers to 10 
Counting in 2s and 5s 
Represent and use number bonds 
and related subtraction facts 
within 10.  Add and subtract 1- 
digit numbers to 10 including zero. 
To solve one step problems that 
involve addition and subtraction, 
using concrete objects and 
pictorial representations and 
missing number problems. 
Recognise and name common 2D 
and 3D shapes including 
rectangles, squares, circles, 
triangles, cuboids, pyramids and 
spheres. Describe position, 
direction and movement including 
whole, half, quarter and three 
quarter turns 

English 
 
 

 

Fiction: How to Find Gold by 
Viviane Schwarz 
Commands: rehearse oral 
commands, compose 
questions/statements & write 
commands. 
Capital letters, full stops, question 
marks and exclamation marks to 
demarcate sentences 
Pattern and rhyme 
Weekly spellings 
Daily phonics  
Handwriting – moving towards a 
cursive script. 

Topic   
  

 

Pirates and Explorers:  
To understand what an island is 
and locate some on the world 
map  
To design a treasure map using a 
key   
To write instructions on how to 
find treasure using directional 
language.   
What is a pirate? Differences 
between pirates and explorers  
To research famous pirates and 
explorers and famous discoveries  

Science 
   Scientific and technological 

understanding  
To make a wind-up mechanism for 
pirate ship e.g. anchor, flag, plank.  
To discuss different materials and 
their properties.  
To understand what forces are 
Floating and sinking  
To make a boat which can float in 
water for the longest amount of 
time when weight is applied to it. 



French           Greetings 
Numbers/Colours 
Family 
Transports 
Body parts 

Computing  
 We Are Treasure Hunters: Solving 

problems using programmable 
toys 

Music   
Topic theme is ‘Explorers and 
Pirates’; songs and themes 
explored around the sea, and sea 
shanties.  

Art    Explorers inspired by world art: 
Colour Mixing  
Printing 
Collage 
Clay 

PE and Games 
Multi Skills 
Movement Skills 
Fundamentals and Coordination 
Swimming 

Religious Studies  Why do we celebrate special 

times? 

Harvest and thankfulness. 

Journeys within the Christmas 

Story. 

PSHE New Beginnings: Right and wrong 
experience, 
Good choices, Contributing to 
school life 
Communities: Rules, Identify and 
respect differences, Types of 
bullying 

 

 

 


