


“Girls thrive in a vibrant day  
and boarding school community,  
where they are encouraged  
to achieve and to  
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The Sunday Times
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OUR SCHOOL
Godolphin is a truly special school 
with an extraordinary heritage. We 
have been educating young women 

for almost 300 years, staying true 
to Elizabeth Godolphin’s belief  

that every student should be given 
all they need to thrive in our 

increasingly challenging world



Head’s Welc ome
We foster an environment of  excellence, empowering each 
student to discover their talents, develop their perspective 
and realise their own potential. We passionately believe 
in diversity and inclusivity, encouraging independence of  
thought, community spirit and respect for all. Compassion 
and kindness are key values that we embed within the 
School, creating a culture of  altruism and empathy.

Our vision for the future is bright. We will continue to 
embrace tradition and progress, and evolve to match the 
needs of  our students. The School is here to help students 
transition into young adults, prepared for life’s challenges 
and ready to leave their mark on the world.

Emma Hattersley  
Head

We offer students a unique 
place to learn, discover 
and grow, from 3 to 18 

years. Although historic 
in appearance, the School 
is warm and friendly. We 

believe in a holistic approach 
to education where your 

self-worth is built on gaining 
academic knowledge, practical 

skills and critical thinking



“Academic excellence is valued just as much as  
success in other areas of school life with a net result 
that girls leave Godolphin equipped to meet all the 
challenges that life will throw at them”
The Sunday Times

Academic

Our expectations are high. We 
work closely with students to agree 
manageable and measurable targets. 
However, we also expect them to 
take responsibility for their own 
work, participate actively in lessons 
and capitalise on the opportunities 
we provide. 

Chris Hillman, Deputy Head Academic

We nurture individual talent and realise 
potential. Therefore, our curriculum offers rigour, 

diversity and challenge. Combining traditional 
and modern subjects, our senior curriculum 
is designed around age, ability and aptitude. 

Our scholarship programme, Inspiring Bright 
Minds, challenges our most academically able 
students and provides the necessary learning 

support for students with less confidence



inspiring  bright minds

Enrichment
Education goes above and beyond the classroom. Our varied and 

stimulating enrichment programme encourages students to get 
involved in a wide range of  academic societies including a Scholars’ 

Programme, designed to stretch and challenge the most able
Opportunities abound for students to extend their learning outside the classroom. From inspiring  

trips, lectures and academic challenges, to the weekly Scholars’ Programme, GO Discover, students  
can explore and discover the world beyond the curriculum. Godolphin’s bright minds learn the 
pleasure of  knowledge, to think for themselves and have the courage to pursue their interests.



Results  
and HIGHER  
education
Like all schools, due to COVID-19 
the exam results for 2020 and 
2021 were determined by 
different assessment methods
We recognise the extraordinary efforts students made to  
study through the pandemic, and they should be proud of  
their achievements. All assessments were completed on taught 
specification material, and represent in-depth knowledge of   
the subjects concerned. 

The tables opposite summarise the results over the previous 
four years, and include GCSE and A-Level qualifications, and 
their equivalents, as appropriate.

GCSE
Year 8 or above (%) 4 or above (%)

2021 39 100

2020 40 99

2019 27 96

2018 38 99

A-level
Year A or above (%) C or above (%)

2021 56 95

2020 52 93

2019 29 88

2018 53 95

RECENT 
LEAVERS’ 
DESTINATIONS 

	♦ University of the  
Arts London 

	♦ University of Bath 

	♦ Bournemouth University

	♦ University of Bristol  

	♦ Cardiff University

	♦ City and Guilds  
of  London Art School 

	♦ Durham University

	♦ University of Edinburgh 

	♦ University of Exeter  

	♦ Guildhall School  
of  Music and Drama 

	♦ Hartpury University  

	♦ King’s College, London 

	♦ University of Manchester  

	♦ Manchester Metropolitan 
University  

	♦ Newcastle University

	♦ University of Nottingham 

	♦ University of Oxford  

	♦ Oxford Brookes University  

	♦ Oxford Business  
and Media College

	♦ Queen Mary University  
of  London  

	♦ Trinity Laban 

	♦ University of Warwick



THE ARTS
Godolphin has an excellent reputation for the arts. We champion  
imagination, individuality and expression in all creative subjects.  
Students are encouraged to participate in the visual or performing arts,  
whether in the art block, D&T workshops, music school or drama studio. 
There is something for everyone and opportunity for all. Through the arts 
we discover individual talent, encourage teamwork and build confidence. 
The outstanding quality of  our work is testament to our focus on creativity



“The impressive arts department is a  
magnet for a wealth of creative talent”
Good Schools Guide

Our exciting, vibrant and versatile  
studio space is welcoming and inspiring.  
We are rightly very proud of  our 
achievements and have an enviable track 
record of  success at examination level,  
as well as in national competitions

Nick Eggleton, Head of  Art & Design

As a department, we look to create a 
stimulating and intellectually challenging 
environment that helps to inspire artistic 

skills, critical judgement, and the development 
of  creative intellect. Although relaxed and 

friendly in atmosphere, we are educationally 
disciplined, expecting all students to fulfil 

their potential and exceed their expectations

Art & Design



Whether arriving as a beginner or with 
a string of  high grades, musical life at 
Godolphin nurtures all abilities to the 
full and help students to develop an 
understanding of  the important role 
music can play in their life. With over 
350 instrumental lessons each week and 
a variety of  orchestras, ensembles and 
choirs, Godolphin has music opportunities 
for everyone.

Robin Highcock, Director of  Music 

Music is integral to 
life at Godolphin and 
we nurture students’ 
skills, knowledge and 

passion for the subject

MUSIC



DRAMA
The dramatic arts are fundamental 

to a holistic education, fostering self-
expression, a sense of  ensemble and 

creativity. The ethos of  Drama at 
Godolphin encourages students to 

create work that pushes boundaries; 
to present audiences with pieces that 

challenge their own preconceptions 
and to be fearless in exploring 

different styles, genres and themes

There are many opportunities 
for students to get involved with 
drama at Godolphin in a variety of  
roles including: acting, directing, 
writing and technical design and 
stage management. 

Numerous projects and 
performances take place for all ages 
in the School and the whole School 
performances are not to be missed. 

Rebecca Houston,  
Head of  Drama 



The School encourages inclusivity 
and teamwork across all sporting 
activities, ensuring every student 
achieves their potential. The links 
between professional achievements, 
good mental health and exercise 
are clear. Therefore, we teach our 
students how to stay fit and healthy. 

Hamish Morton  
Director of  Sport & Outward Bound

We place huge value on 
physical education, providing 

a broad spectrum of  engaging 
and inspiring activities to 

encourage participation.We 
recognise the positive impact 

sport has on the happiness and 
wellbeing of  students. From 

competitive team sports to 
friendly fitness sessions, we have 

activities suitable for everyone 

Sport



Co-cur ricular
Our co-curricular activities are vital to supporting the academic and pastoral 
objectives that prepare students for adult life. We offer many opportunities 
for them to discover their abilities, learn life skills and build confidence
Debating & Political Ideology,  Current Affairs, Junior Ceramics, Soropotimist Challenge, Graphics Group,  
Self  Defence, Exploring Christianity, Drama Club, MedVet, World Films, Acting 101, Fun Running Club,  
Young Silversmiths, Cyber Discovery, Badminton, Life Drawing, Lego League, Performing Shakespeare & Poetry,  
Help for Heroes Enterprise, Young Architects, Vlogging & Podcasts, Fun Cookery, Zumba, CCF, Duke of  Edinburgh, 
Lacrosse, Fitness



Our commitment to strong pastoral care  
extends to what we expect between students 
too; we actively encourage them to look after 
each other, take responsibility for their own 
actions and help others so we can continue to 
foster a happy and thriving community.

Students know there are key staff  members 
to support them at any time. They meet daily 
with their tutor and are encouraged to share 
successes and concerns. Our School Chaplain, 
Matron, Nurses, Counsellors and House Staff  
are also available to provide additional support 
when needed. 

Although the School was founded on Christian 
values and they still underpin the School’s 
ethos, the Chaplain’s role is to help everyone 
to thrive and grow, irrespective of  their beliefs 
and values. Godolphin provides outstanding 
guidance to students through the PSHCEE 
(Personal, Social and Health, Citizenship & 
Economic Education) programme.

“Girls are 
notably chilled, 

accomplished 
and happy”

Tatler Schools Guide

Pastor al care

Pastoral care is one of  
our key strengths. The 

wellbeing of  our students 
is a top priority, and we 

support every one of  them 
with care and sensitivity



Our tutor system ensures every student is fully supported 
and student welfare is at the heart of  everything. 
Our wellbeing team includes trained counsellors, 
nurses, house matrons, Heads of  Year and the school’s 
safeguarding leads. Many of  our staff  are also trained in 
mental health first aid.

Godolphin’s boarding provision offers flexi, weekly 
and full boarding across all year groups. Our boarding 
houses are thoughtfully designed and tailored around 
the needs of  each age group and offer a warm and 
welcoming environment where students can work, relax 
and socialise. We offer flexi, weekly and termly boarding 
in all three houses School House (Sixth), Cooper House 
(Senior) and Walters House ( Junior).

Boarders become part of  a safe and supportive 
community, where they quickly learn how to live and 
work together. It helps them build lifelong friendships, 
learn kindness and compassion, so they become 
rounded young people, ready for the modern world.

Godolphin is made up of  three competitive Houses – 
Douglas, Hamilton and Methuen. The House system 
enables us to encourage healthy competition and forge 
a close-knit school community that works together to 
collect house points through inter-house matches, charity 
and social events. A House event is always anticipated 
with great excitement and encourages a real sense of  
community that transcends all year groups.

We foster a culture of  altruism and care for others, encouraging 
students to work and live together. Kindess and compassion 
are key values that are a big part of  our community

Boarding AND  
The House System

“The school motto  
‘Frank and Loyal  
are We’ sums up  
the camaraderie  
that the School  
fosters”
Tatler Schools Guide



C ommunity
Godolphin fosters a culture 

of  altruism and care for 
others, encouraging students 

to get involved in charitable 
events and understand the 

importance of  helping those 
who are less fortunate

Godolphin is very much part of  
the local Salisbury community. 
We take a kind, generous and 
outward looking role whenever 
we can. From sponsored bike 
rides to Takeover Days for 
Macmillan Cancer Care,  
we take pride in helping the 
wider community.

“A very special place to grow up in”
Good Schools Guide



Careers
Our careers programme 

is vital to helping students 
consider, plan and prepare for 
their long-term futures. This 

gives their studies purpose 
and helps build confidence

The Bright Futures programme provides students with 
practical steps to start building a successful career. We help 
with subject choices, CV writing, interview techniques, 
planning a gap year, work placements and assessment 
centres and interviews. Many graduate employers can 
be approached when in the first year of  university, so we 
develop the relevant skills before they leave Godolphin.

Bethan Ferguson, Head of  Careers



Alumnae
Passionate about supporting 

students beyond Godolphin, they 
remain part of  our community 

when they leave the School 
and throughout their lives

After Sixth Form, students automatically become members 
of  the Old Godolphin Association (OGA), a close-knit and 
supportive community of  Old Girls and former staff. Their 
purpose is to inspire and support members, as well as keep  
an active link with the School.

Sarah Sowton, Head of  Marketing & Alumnae 

Naomi Baker, Team GB



Scholarships  
AND Bursaries

Bursaries are means-tested annually and awarded to 
enable prospective students to attend Godolphin, whose 
financial circumstances would not otherwise allow them 
to do so, or to help current students whose parents have 
encountered financial difficulties.

We aim to attract a diverse and 
talented group of  students by offering 

a number of  annual scholarships 
to new and existing students



“An inspiring day and 
boarding school on the 
outskirts of Salisbury, 
perfect for girls aged 
3–18 with a serious  

‘can-do’ attitude”
Muddy Stilettos

Admissions
The best way to discover Godolphin is to 
experience it for yourself. Please contact Head 
of  Admissions, Corinna Florence, to arrange 
a visit. We host several Snapshot Mornings for 
families throughout the year and can arrange 
individual appointments upon request
For further insight, please watch our film on the School website  
www.godolphin.org

We look forward to welcoming you and your family to Godolphin.

Corinna Florence, Head of  Admissions
Tel. 01722 430545 
admissions@godolphin.org



GODOLPHIN 
Milford Hill, Salisbury 
Wiltshire SP1 2RA

Tel. 01722 430509 
admissions@godolphin.org

www.godolphin.org

September 2021

Although correct at time of  going to press, the information in this booklet  
may be superseded as part of  our commitment to continuing improvement


