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WELCOME

At Godolphin we are extremely proud  
of our rich heritage. For almost three 
centuries the School has been educating 
generations of girls and striving to equip 
them with the intellectual, spiritual, moral 
and physical credentials to lead meaningful 
and purposeful lives. The legacy of this long 
history is the wealth of wisdom, experience 
and traditional values which underpin and 
inform the School as it operates today, very 
much in the 21st Century. 

We have a clear, modern outlook and are 
dedicated to equipping our girls and young 
women with the knowledge, qualifications, 
resilience and character to take their 
place and be successful in the increasingly 
challenging world they will inherit. 

The culture of friendship, encouragement, 
support and mutual respect within School is 
empowering and individuality is celebrated 
very firmly in the context of an inclusive, 
supportive and dynamic community. 
Beyond the security and care of our home 
environment we energetically and proactively 
provide the girls with opportunities to engage 
with the world at large.

As well as achieving optimum academic results 
we believe it is our duty to be facilitating 
the development of confident, aware, well 
informed independent young women with 
a sense of adventure and real zest for life. 
We achieve this through excellent teaching, 
exceptional pastoral care and a comprehensive 
programme of co-curricular initiatives. 

Choosing the right school for your child is a 
complex and many layered process. A decision 
that is deeply accountable. At Godolphin 
we believe that at the core of an effective 
education lies a partnership between parents, 
staff and the pupil. Communication is key and 
we strive for real integrity in this relationship.  

I trust you will enjoy reading the prospectus 
and hope you will accept a warm invitation to 
come and visit us and discover what is at the 
heart of a Godolphin education. 

Emma Hattersley 
Head

A very special place to grow up in. 
Good Schools Guide
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Education is the most  
powerful weapon which  
you can use to change  
the world. 
Nelson Mandela

Godolphin was founded in 1726 by Elizabeth 
Godolphin and is recognised as one of the 
oldest girls’ boarding and day schools in the 
country. Located alongside Salisbury Cathedral 
until 1848, Godolphin celebrates a strong 
Christian tradition and continues to enjoy a 
close relationship with the Cathedral today.
The values that define Godolphin derive from 
the School Motto ‘Franc ha leal eto ge’, which 
translated from the Cornish means ‘Frank and 
loyal thou art’.  

Excellent staff-pupil relationships, the 
interaction between girls across the year 
groups and the respect shown for everyone’s 
individuality, create a strong sense of 
belonging. Lifelong friendships are made here, 
together with a pride and loyalty to the School 
that lasts forever. 

Mission
Godolphin School exists to 
educate young women in an 
environment of excellence in 
academic endeavour, sport, the 
arts and personal development, 
celebrating diversity of 
community and thought,  
and respect for all. Godolphin 
encourages each girl to find 
her unique talents and abilities, 
develop her own perspective, and 
realise her full potential so that 
she will meet the opportunities 
and challenges ahead.

Vision
Godolphin will be the school 
of choice for girls in the south 
of England from 3 –18 through 
the provision of exceptional 
education in a supportive 
and intellectually stimulating 
environment, unsurpassed in 
our commitment to educate the 
whole person. Determined to 
remain a modern and dynamic 
institution, Godolphin will 
honour the traditions of our 
founder, Elizabeth Godolphin, 
and build upon our founding 
ideals to secure the future of 
our School and our students for 
generations to come.

Values
Godolphin is a value-driven 
school with a Christian ethos, 
committed to our founder 
Elizabeth Godolphin’s belief 
in the power of education to 
transform young women’s lives 
and enable them to succeed 
in the future. As a school we 
foster and embody the values 
of excellence, integrity, open 
communication, respect for 
one’s self and others, and service 
to our community.

HA  LEALFRANC ETO GE
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EXCELLENCE

I feel we can openly talk to the 
teachers and they listen. 
Beth Wilson, Second Year

Teachers really inspire us to 
achieve the greatest potential  
we can. 
Alex Ovsiannikova, Upper Sixth

The Godolphin curriculum offers rigour, 
diversity and challenge to all girls, regardless 
of academic ability. Imparting excellent subject 
knowledge through dynamic teaching and an 
emphasis on independent study is central as we 
aim to instil a life-long love for learning.

Our subject range across all key stages 
combines tradition with breadth. Sensibly 
sized classes enable us to adapt our teaching 
methods to suit each individual and the pupils 
are grouped according to ability. We have high 
expectations of all the girls to achieve their 
best and we work with them to set manageable 
and measurable targets. The passionate, 
committed and loyal staff prepare and equip 
the girls for their futures.
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ENRICHMENT

Our trip to Lulworth Cove was 
windy! It was amazing to actually 
see the formation of Durdle 
Door in real life. The village of 
Lulworth Cove is very pretty. 
Olivia Huff, First Year

Academic learning is not just confined to  
the classroom and our staff are passionate 
about sharing their intellectual interests 
beyond the syllabuses they teach. As part  
of a varied and stimulating enrichment 
programme in which all girls are encouraged  
to participate, we offer a wide range of 

academic societies, including a Scholars’ 
Programme, designed to stretch and challenge 
the most able. Subject trips and fieldwork take 
the girls beyond School within the United 
Kingdom and overseas: to Europe and places 
as far afield as Israel, Africa and India, to  
name but a few.
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There are so many 
different orchestras 
and ensembles to 
be in, which gives us 
the chance to really 
perform. 
Pippa Henery, Fourth Year

I was a chorus girl  
in the play Paradise.  
It was fun to do as 
there was lots of 
singing and dancing.  
It was a great way to 
spend Monday and 
Tuesday evenings. 
Betty Blythe, Second Year

The art at Godolphin 
is amazing. We do a 
variety of art, textiles, 
ceramics and 3D 
painting, which  
is brilliant. 
Hettie Dixon, Second Year

My involvement  
with music at 
Godolphin enables  
me to make friends 
with others outside 
my year group. 
Ella Loudon, Fifth Year

Creativity, individuality, flair 
and excellence are celebrated 
and nurtured in this dynamic 
aspect of Godolphin life. 
All girls are encouraged 
to engage in the visual or 
performing arts, whether  
it is in the art block, the DT 
workshops, the music school 
or the drama studio. There is 
something for everyone and 
opportunity for all; it is here 
that we discover individual 
talent, encourage teamwork 
and, above all, build 
confidence. The outstanding 
quality of the work we 
produce speaks for itself.
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Alistair Dougall 
Head of Sixth Form/

History

Robin Highcock 
Head of Music

Stella Wood 
School Chaplain

Corinna Florence 
Assistant Registrar

Richard Clarke 
Information  

Systems Manager

Vicky Wilson 
House Matron / PSHCEE

Clare Astbury 
School Secretary

Mark Salter 
Head Gardener

Victoria Power 
Head’s PA

Sharon Duggan  
Textiles Teacher

Godolphin is not just a 
school; it is a stimulating 
and vibrant community. 
There is a sense of family 
and belonging which 
prevails across the whole 
School: nursery, prep, 
senior, sixth form and, of 
course, within boarding.
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HOME 
FROM 
HOME

Godolphin offers exciting boarding opportunities 
carefully tailored to the needs of each age group. 
The dedicated staff are enthusiastic, passionate 
and caring about their Houses. Our boarding 
facilities provide a warm environment in which 
the girls can work, relax and socialise; their 
boarding house is their ‘home away from home’. 
All boarders benefit from Godolphin Plus – an 
extensive programme of activities for every day  
of the week and weekend.

Living together
Working together 
Learning together

The boarding staff are really 
kind when you are missing 
home. We do loads of fun 
activities like Zumba, Arts 
and Crafts. 
Georgie Kett, First Year
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The sport is brilliant at  
Godolphin. I play lax, I swim,  
I do high jump and sprinting in 
athletics, cross country and tennis, 
hockey, gym and cheer-leading.  
I don’t do yoga. 
Olivia Moore, Second Year

Godolphin offers a wealth of sporting 
opportunities and takes pride in offering  
‘sport for fun, sport for fitness and sport  
for fanatics’.  

Godolphin girls have been selected for 
national representation in fields as varied as 
lacrosse and equestrian sports as well as county 
representation in hockey, netball, athletics, 
swimming, fencing and tennis. All girls benefit 
from our excellent facilities, together with 
outstanding coaching and support provided 
by our highly qualified and dedicated sports 
staff. For those motivated by personal fitness, 
rather than team sports, we offer a wide range 
of options.

sport for fun
sport for fitness
sport for fanatics
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ENDEAVOUR

Personally I really enjoy the 
CCF because it’s a great 
way to get outdoors and 
communicate with people 
who you might not see 
in everyday life around 
school. In the CCF you gain 
experiences from learning 
how to march or going on 
the school ski trip. 
Lizzie Lickley, Fourth Year

A complete education is about developing the 
whole person and co-curricular involvement 
complements everything we do. We provide 
opportunities to discover ability, learn life-
skills and build confidence through the very 
extensive range of activities offered.

Throughout their time with us, all girls  
are members of one of our three Houses  
– Douglas, Hamilton and Methuen.  
Individual House identity is reflected in  
all that the Houses do and the Inter-House 
competitions generate a strong sense of  
loyalty and House spirit!
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The Sixth Form is great.  
You are given lots of 
freedom but you still 
feel a part of this close 
knit community. I really 
enjoy being involved with 
mentoring the younger 
girls in the boarding house.  
It’s a great way to stay  
in touch with the  
main school. 
Catherine Galley, Upper Sixth

The Sixth Form enables students to develop 
to their full potential academically, socially 
and personally. They receive high quality, 
stimulating teaching across a broad range  
of subjects.

Our dedicated Sixth Form Centre and system 
of personal tutoring, guidance and support 
ensures that our sixth formers are equipped 
and ready for whatever the future holds.

The Sixth Form is an unforgettable experience, 
characterised by energy, enthusiasm, rising 
to challenges, hard work and fun. Our sixth 
formers do well academically and leave us as 
independent young adults with a strong skills 
set, self confidence and a sense of self-worth.
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Godolphin is a warm, vibrant community 
where girls and parents are made very 
welcome on arrival. It is a school where 
academic excellence is balanced by a 
comprehensive co-curricular programme;  
a school in which each girl has the opportunity 
to develop her own unique interests and 
talents. As a community we are proud of our 
school and value its distinctive character.

There is no better way to find out about our 
unique atmosphere than to come and visit us. 
Meeting girls and staff will allow you to gain a 
better understanding of what makes the School 
such a special place. Everyone has specific 
questions and interests and we firmly believe 
that a tour round, followed by a discussion 
with the Head, is the best way of providing 
you with everything you need to know.

Please contact our Registrar on 01722 430509 
to find out more about the many opportunities 
to visit us. Further information can also be 
found by visiting our website at  
www.godolphin.org

We look forward to welcoming you  
to Godolphin.
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Godolphin School 
Milford Hill, Salisbury 
Wiltshire SP1 2RA

Tel 01722 430509 
admissions@godolphin.wilts.sch.uk

www.godolphin.org
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Although correct at time of going to press, the information in this booklet 
may be superseded as part of our commitment to continuing improvement.
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