
 
 

 

 

Measures taken to reopen safely the Senior section at Godolphin 

 

The School has always sought to follow Government Guidance at all stages and continues 

to do so. 

The following government documents, amongst others, have been central to our decision 

making: 

Coronavirus (COVID-19): implementing protective measures in education and childcare 

settings 

Guidance for secondary school provision from 15 June 2020 

Staying Alert and Staying Safe 

Coronavirus: Safeguarding in schools, colleges and other providers 

COVID-19: cleaning in non-healthcare settings 

We have also drawn on the Wiltshire Council Risk Assessment 

We have also taken advice from the Headmasters' & Headmistresses' Conference (HMC), 

the Association of School and College Leaders (ASCL), the Independent Schools’ Bursars’ 

Association (ISBA) and the Boarding Schools Association (BSA) amongst others. 

We have consulted and acted on advice from the School Insurers where we have felt this 

was necessary. 

Parents have been consulted through a survey and other informal contacts.  Students have 

been consulted on whether they would like to return and how they envisage this.  Staff have 

been consulted, both through survey and through consultation with pastoral staff and the 

Heads of academic Departments. 

Risk is an inherent part of life. It is incumbent on parents and guardians also to be 

responsible managers of risk by, for example, not sending their child to School if she should 

be self-isolating for any reason and ensuring that outside School she is adhering at all times 

to the government guidance on social distancing and not, for example, having gatherings 

with friends that are not permitted.  

As a school, we have striven to reduce the risks where we can and yet with the latitude 

afforded by the government guidance.  

  

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-implementing-protective-measures-in-education-and-childcare-settings/coronavirus-covid-19-implementing-protective-measures-in-education-and-childcare-settings
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-implementing-protective-measures-in-education-and-childcare-settings/coronavirus-covid-19-implementing-protective-measures-in-education-and-childcare-settings
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/preparing-for-the-wider-opening-of-schools-from-1-june/planning-guide-for-secondary-schools
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/staying-alert-and-safe-social-distancing/staying-alert-and-safe-social-distancing
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-safeguarding-in-schools-colleges-and-other-providers/coronavirus-covid-19-safeguarding-in-schools-colleges-and-other-providers
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-decontamination-in-non-healthcare-settings/covid-19-decontamination-in-non-healthcare-settings


 
 

 

Plans for a possible return began prior to the government announcements. In these plans, 

the School envisaged having the whole of the Lower Sixth (Year 12) in on one day and the 

whole of the Fourth Year (Year 10) on another, with the focus on pastoral care and 

wellbeing.  However, when the government announced the limit of 25% of the cohort, these 

plans were adapted in the week commencing 8 June with a proposed organisation through 

tutor groups and then a further adaptation of these plans later in the week to limit further the 

interaction between groups on subsequent days in School.  The School has taken into 

account the recognition by the government of the value of face to face contact for students 

with staff and that in a secondary context this is likely to mean that groups will mix during the 

day.  Where possible, for example at break and lunchtime, the girls will be in the same 

bubble throughout their time in School or out in the open air, well distanced.   Different 

bubbles each have their own separate toilet areas. 

Whilst the government recognises that passing in corridors is low risk, some one-way 

systems have been established to assist the flow of people through the School. 

Furthermore, thorough risk assessments were put in place to consider aspects such as 

hygiene, cleaning, student numbers, classroom sizes, social distancing and other key areas.  

The School Health Centre is set up as our isolation area, should this be needed. 

School governors were consulted widely, and the plans for reopening together with the risk 

assessment were presented at the Governance Committee meeting on 9 June 2020 and 

discussed again at the Chair’s Committee on 11 June 2020 with all outstanding matters 

subsequently resolved.   

Staff were consulted over the risk assessments from 12 June and amendments 

incorporated, for example concerning sports, on 16 June. 

Members of the Senior Management Team together with the Estates Manager conducted 

walk throughs of the School in the week commencing 15 June, during which time a full 

cleaning of the areas to be used from 22 June commenced.  Additional supplies of hygiene 

materials such as sprays and wipes, have been procured and will be placed as far as 

possible in all spaces where students and staff will be based.  Safety actions such as putting 

up signs, posters about hygiene, paint marks on the ground as well as the rearrangement of 

furniture in the classrooms to ensure social distancing is maintained as far as possible are 

being implemented prior to the return of the staff and students. 

We have communicated with the parents of the girls and with the girls themselves of the 

year groups which will be in School to ensure they understand the procedures, such as the 

different tutor groups’ locations to assist with the staggered arrival and the need to bring in 

their own food, drink and hand sanitiser.  Students have all been asked to bring in their own 

digital devices and materials will not be shared amongst students.  The need to stay at home 

and self-isolate if they or someone in their household has COVID-19 symptoms has been 

reiterated and also the requirement to wear a face covering if using public transport.  Parents 

have been asked to ‘drop and go’ and ‘pick up and go’. 

  



 
 

 

Members of the School staff have been briefed on general procedures and staff meeting 

arranged for 22 June to ensure that all staff fully understand the necessary precautions to be 

taken when students are in academic and pastoral lessons and that, as far as possible, all 

concerns are addressed.  The briefing will also include measures they are able to take to 

protect themselves, such as the use of a face covering if they wish. 

The meeting will be recorded for staff unable to attend the meeting. 

Fire drills are planned for the first day back in school for each cohort. 

Students not in School during the live lessons, will either have their online lesson as normal, 

or will have independent work to focus on instead so that academic progress continues. 

Students who are unable to attend any of the physical face to face lessons, will be able to 

join those sessions via Teams to achieve a sense of inclusion. 

 


