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Head’s  
Welc ome

We value our Sixth Form. This is why we 
invested in a state-of-the-art study centre,  
which promotes independent study and focused 
academic work. The Jerred Study Centre has 
seminar, conference and common rooms, all 
equipped with the latest technology. We are 
committed to contemporary teaching and 
learning.

Of  course we are proud of  our excellent 
academic results, but we believe in educating 
‘the whole person’. Employers have praised our 
Elizabeth Godolphin Award and Bright Futures 
programme, for the way they develop valuable 
skills. In addition, Godolphin’s impressive  
GO Forward network connects students with 
alumnae in relevant professions, opening 
up many work experience and placement 
opportunities. Godolphin Sixth really does offer 
all the ingredients for future success. We look 
forward to welcoming you.

Emma Hattersley 
Head of  Godolphin

The crowning glory of  a  
Godolphin education is 

embodied in the richness of  
opportunity and the variety 

of  challenges in our Sixth 
Form. Whether you enter 
from the Fifth Year or join 

us from outside Godolphin, 
you will be given the 

freedom, encouragement 
and support to truly fulfil 

your potential in readiness 
for the wider world
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HEAD of 
sixth’S 

welcome

You will need enthusiasm, strong 
motivation, a generous disposition 
and a sense of  humour. All staff  
will expect you to take pride 
in your role as a member of  

our community, with the responsibilities and 
rewards that this entails.

You will work closely with dedicated, 
experienced teaching and pastoral staff  in order 
to achieve your academic and personal potential. 
We provide excellent academic opportunities 
and you will be encouraged to reflect, 
strengthen your resilience and find your sense 
of  purpose. All this will enable you to develop 
leadership skills and to become an independent 
learner, so you are ready for whatever your 
future holds.

Julian Leang  
Head of  Sixth

A warm welcome to  
Godolphin Sixth, and to the 

tremendous range of  personal 
and academic opportunities 

therein. This is an extraordinarily 
happy and supportive place to 

continue your studies, with 
bespoke learning programmes 

designed to best suit your needs 

“Godolphin 
Sixth provides 

an enriching 
and challenging 

education within a 
strong community, 

enabling each 
girl to fulfil her 

potential and 
embrace the future 

with confidence”
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Head 
 GIRL’S 

Welc ome

Discussions and debates influence curiosity in the 
classroom, allowing the development of  interests 
within taught subjects and beyond. The close knit 
relationships of  the students  also enables lifelong 
friends and connections.

Godolphin Sixth staff  are incredibly friendly and approachable. 
This creates a relaxed, inviting and enjoyable environment to live 
and work. The students can find and express their individuality 
and personality in a number of  ways, from wearing their own 
clothes to following their personal interests in one of  the School’s 
societies or productions. The Elizabeth Godolphin Award is a unique 
programme that equips students with useful skills for professional 
development. The award includes public speaking, interview 
practice, teamwork and leadership.

In addition to academic learning, you can develop your other skills 
through music, sport, the Combined Cadet Force or the Duke 
of  Edinburgh’s Award. Godolphin Sixth is also lots of  fun too. 
Godolphin nurtures strong, independent, worldly young women, 
prepared for unique and fulfilling lives.

Clementine Boucher, Head Girl

Godolphin Sixth is a place 
of  freedom where girls can 

transition into confident 
and capable young women. 

The Sixth Form offers 
the opportunity to grow 

academically with the 
small class sizes and the 

enthusiastic encouragement 
from amazing teachers
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“In the Sixth Form, you feel so much more involved and 
encouraged to do various activities. Sixth Form life is 
active, challenging but extremely rewarding. I always 
feel supported in everything I do”

The Elizabeth Godophin 
Award provides you with 

skills and experiences 
for life

   

Support and careers 
advice to help you get to 

where you want to go

Gain an internationally 
recognised qualification

Be part of and 
be inspired by 

our scholarship 
opportunities

inspiring  bright minds

Extend your knowledge 
with this independent 

research project

Achieve your Oxbridge 
or MedVet ambitions

GODOLPHIN SIXTH 
OVERVIEW
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LEAVERS’ 
DESTINATIONS 
2021

University of the Arts London 
	♦ Ceramic Design
	♦ Fashion Textiles: Embroidery

University of Bath 
	♦ Biomedical Sciences 
	♦ Chemical Engineering

Bournemouth University
	♦ Art Foundation 

University of Bristol 
	♦ Social Policy 

Cardiff University
	♦ Biological Sciences
	♦ Biomedical Sciences
	♦ Optometry with Preliminary Year

City and Guilds of London Art School 
	♦ Art Foundation

Durham University 
	♦ Business and Management with 

Foundation
	♦ International Relations
	♦ Modern Languages and Cultures
	♦ Psychology

University of Edinburgh 
	♦ Interior Design
	♦ Italian and History of  Art 

University of Exeter 
	♦ Biological and Medicinal Chemistry
	♦ Business and Management 

Guildhall School of Music and Drama 
	♦ Production Arts  

– Theatre Technology 

Hartpury University 
	♦ Applied Animal Science with Therapy 

King’s College, London  
	♦ Biochemistry

University of Manchester 
	♦ Psychology 

Manchester Metropolitan University 
	♦ Textiles in Practice 

Newcastle University
	♦ Geography 
	♦ Media, Communications  

and Cultural Studies
	♦ Psychology

University of Nottingham 
	♦ Criminology and Social Policy
	♦ Pharmacy 

University of Oxford 
	♦ Japanese 

Oxford Brookes University 
	♦ Business Management and Geography
	♦ Events Management
	♦ Foundation in Business
	♦ Interior Architecture with Foundation 

Oxford Business and Media College

Oxford Business School 
	♦ Business 

Queen Mary University of London 
	♦ Biology with Foundation 

Trinity Laban
	♦ Musical Theatre Foundation  

University of Warwick
	♦ Education Studies

“Godolphin made my 
daughter’s transition 
into their Sixth Form 
easy and comfortable. It 
was the right choice for 
her and I am not sure 
my daughter would have 
achieved these results 
anywhere else”
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Elizabeth Godolphin, who founded 
the school in 1726, was a woman 
of  energy, tenacity and vision. At 
a time when women’s lives were 
often constrained and limited, her 
decision to endow one of  the first 
schools for girls in Britain required 
all her considerable powers of  
persuasion, financial acumen and 
ingenuity. The award that bears 
her name promotes the qualities 
of  independence, commitment 
and excellence that she embodied

A unique programme completed by  
all students over their Sixth Form years, 
the EGA equips you with the skills, 
benefits and experiences to thrive at 
university and in the workplace.  
You also cultivate your own emotional 
intelligence and well-being, while 
developing your commitment to 
community and School projects.

This is your chance to align your 
personal and professional ambitions, 
while immersing yourself  in meaningful 
opportunities. With a broad range of  
workshops, sessions and events available, 
you can tailor the programme to suit 
your needs.

A small selection of activities included 
in the programme:

	♦ Spend a day training to get your First 
Aid at Work Certificate – looks great 
on any CV, and you might save a life

	♦ Current Affairs – a weekly 
programme exploring complex issues 
behind international news headlines

	♦ Budget Cookery workshops

	♦ Film 101 – learn to story-board, film 
and edit your own piece of  cinema

	♦ Macmillan Takeover,  
Salisbury City Centre. Sing and dance 
in the flash mob, shake a bucket, or 
just clap from the side-lines – this 
fundraiser is a regular on the Sixth 
Form calendar

	♦ Get expert help on CV writing  
and interview skills – throughout  
the Lower Sixth

	♦ Model United Nations – take the chance 
to play politics and lead your country 
through a year of  global change

	♦ World Cinema Society – a chance to 
explore and appreciate subtitled films 
from a wide range of  other cultures

	♦ Basic car maintenance – understand 
a bit more about what goes on under 
the bonnet

We encourage you to pursue a healthy 
balance between academic study and 
practical activity. This is why the majority 
of  co-curricular activities can count 
towards your EGA award.

   

Developing 
Skills

Diversifying  
expertise and 

expanding interests

Developing 
Commitment

In for  
the long haul

HE & Careers 
Progression

Moving up  
and moving on

Communicating
Understanding  

social and  
professional 

communication and 
getting it right

Opinion 
Forming

Understanding the 
modern world and 

being confident  
to have your say

Personal 
Independence

Thriving and  
surviving in Sixth 

Form life  
and beyond

“I’ve learnt so many 
different things through 
the EGA. It’s really helped 
me plan and support  
my future”
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The Bright Futures 
programme helps 

students to make the 
best choice for life after 

school and gain the 
skills required to start a 
successful career. Many 
graduate employers can 

be approached from your 
first year of  university, 

so you need to develop 
the relevant skills before 

you leave Godolphin

Supporting students with university, 
apprenticeships and specialist 
colleges choices:

	♦ UCAS application support

	♦ Personal statement clinics

	♦ Interview support, especially for 
medicine, nursing, physiotherapy, 
architecture and art school, music 
and drama audition, as well as 
Oxbridge entrance

	♦ Workshops on researching degrees, 
universities and apprenticeships

	♦ Visits to HE Fair and Employer 
Insight events

	♦ Talks and one-to-one support from 
universities and application experts

	♦ Networking opportunities with  
ex-students

	♦ Specialist support for international 
university applications

Helping students to access  
work opportunities:

	♦ CV clinics with recruitment 
experts giving one-to-one 
feedback

	♦ A supported application to 
employers for work shadowing

	♦ Masterclasses on how  
to network

	♦ Mock interviews, including for 
video, telephone and face-to-
face

	♦ Apprenticeship application 
process support

	♦ Workshops on the changing 
landscape of  work and 
recruitment

	♦ Activities for  
non-university options
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Boasting over 50 beds, School House  
is a delightful and welcoming boarding 
house for those who spend their nights 
at School, as well as the pastoral base for 
the day girls in the Sixth Form. You will 
register here at lunchtime, and catch up 
with friends in the middle of  the day, 
having eaten in North Kitchen. Our 
friendly and supportive house staff  are 
always around, and you are welcome to 
come and natter in the office, watch the 
televisions, make use of  some of  the quiet 
areas, play your trumpet in the practice 
rooms, enjoy the lovely garden or catch 
up informally with academic staff.

“School House has an 
extremely supportive 
staff team who help 
with all of your issues. 
Being in the houses also 
ensures that you build 
strong friendships with 
the people around you”

The Jerred Study Centre ( JSC) is an outstanding study resource, which reflects 
the school’s continuing investment in our Sixth Form. It offers the facilities 
and focused environment necessary for you to fully engage with your studies 
outside of  the classroom, giving you the opportunity to make excellent use of  
your independent study time surrounded by a wealth of  modern resources 
This smart, sleek and dedicated facility is a resource for the entire Sixth Form. The teaching and study rooms enable each day student to 
manage her own resources in a mature and motivated fashion. With new seminar and conference rooms, as well as the Bright Futures 
Resource Centre, the JSC is at the heart of  our commitment to contemporary teaching and learning. It also represents the School’s 
continuing investment in the highest possible quality of  educational experience. Lessons, discussion groups, tutorials and reflective 
practice take place alongside independent study, creating an academic and holistic learning environment.

School House is the pastoral heart of  
the Sixth Form Centre. This lovely 

building, with its twisting corridors 
upstairs and its cosy sits and spaces 
to relax on the ground floor, is the 

perfect place for you to socialise, 
unwind and share a cup of  tea with 
friends. Boarders all have individual 

workspaces in their rooms, meaning 
you have the space and resources 

to study in your own time 
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CO-CURRICULAR

Debating Society
Develop your skills in forming rational 
argument and counterargument, presenting 
articulate opinions to your peers, responding 
to intellectual challenges, public speaking 
and teamwork. You can practice debating 
within a constructive and positive forum. In 
addition, the skills gained are also valued by 
universities and employers. 

Self  Defence  
and Conflict Resolution
Run by Adam Gerken, founder of  Self-
Defence Direct, you will learn to protect 
yourself  in a variety of  settings. From basic 
martial arts training to accredited training 
in conflict resolution, the training is also an 
excellent addition to your CV.

Science Café
The weekly discussion group, facilitated by 
members of  the Science Department, covers 
the latest scientific advances. From astronaut 
bio-ethics to wearable technology, this is 
where to learn more about the issues that will 
impact your scientific career. Get a headstart 
on your university statements and interviews.

Green Group
Have a measurable and positive impact on  
the School’s green policies, including its 
carbon footprint, recycling and food waste. 
From understanding the financial implications 
of  policy changes to liaising with our 
environmental partners, if  you are passionate 
about the environment then this society is  
for you. 

Model United Nations (MUN)
This is your chance to be a country’s  
fictional delegate on the world stage. 
You will look at international issues and 
devise solutions that reflect the attitudes 
and interests of  your country. You will 
develop skills valued by employers, 
such as negotiating, problem solving, 
communication, teamwork and leadership.

The School also participates in at least one 
external conference each year, where you 
can meet other students interested in world 
affairs. In addition, the Godolphin Sixth MUN 
team plans and delivers their own conference 
for Third Year students.
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Music
Godolphin has an excellent reputation for music. Sixth Form students 
lead two of  our excellent  choirs: the Godolphin Choir and the 
Godolphin Vocal Ensemble. The Vocal Ensemble has an enviable list 
of  achievements, including winning the Barnardo’s Choir of  the Year 
competition and becoming finalists in the BBC Songs of  Praise Choir 
of  the Year competition.

If  you are an accomplished musician, you can join the Godolphin 
Orchestra, Concert Band, Senior Strings or a chamber music 
ensemble. Our Godolphin Sixth musicians have performed in some 
wonderful venues including Salisbury Cathedral, St Paul’s Cathedral, 
St John’s Smith Square and San Marco in Venice.

Sport
Godolphin’s proud sporting tradition is carried through to Godolphin 
Sixth. You can timetable your own individual or team sports, and have 
access to the Fitness Suite as well as all other facilities. 

There are many sporting options available: athletics, basketball, 
cricket, cross-country, fencing, hockey, lacrosse, netball, riding, 
rounders, pilates swimming, tennis, volleyball and yoga. Whether  
you want to compete, just choose an option to keep fit and healthy,  
or exercise for pure enjoyment, there is an option for you. There are 
also leadership roles available as Sports Captains.

Drama
We have a wide range of  whole-school and dedicated Godolphin 
Sixth productions. There are many opportunities to perform or join 
the backstage and technical crew. You can also join Portal Theatre 
Company, a resident theatre company based at Godolphin that creates 
devised and scripted performances, which are performed to the wider 
community. In addition, students regularly produce their own pieces 
of  theatre. Speech and Drama lessons are also available.

Duke of  Edinburgh and Combined Cadet Force
Godolphin has a strong Duke of  Edinburgh contingent at all three 
levels: bronze, silver and gold. The award provides a balanced 
programme of  activities and expeditions, which develops your 
practical and interpersonal skills.

In the Combined Cadet Force (CCF) you can develop your 
confidence, self-discipline, endurance and resourcefulness. The 
programme includes basic military skills and exciting activities, such 
as climbing, first aid, map reading, shooting and trekking. As you 
progress, you will learn leadership skills and become responsible 
for delivering basic training to newer recruits. There are also 
opportunities to gain qualifications in leadership and adventure 
activities.
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Mentoring, Leadership & Volunteering
Subject Ambassadors
Deepen your own subject knowledge, and 
make a positive difference, by becoming a 
subject ambassador for younger students. 
Provide the academic support and 
encouragement they need to fulfil their 
potential. This can be a very rewarding role.

Lead a Society
Why not lead your peers in the Debating 
Society, Green Group, CCF or Model United 
Nations? Or maybe start your own? The 
societies are your chance to help enrich the 
School.

Mental Health England Peer 
Education Programme
This outstanding programme offers members 
the training and skills needed to help those 
in the lower years with mental health issues. 
This is run in partnership with staff  and the 
charity Mental Health England.

Boarding and Sarum Ambassadors
Each year we elect a boarder and a sarum 
student from the Lower Sixth and the Upper 

Sixth to represent the views and ideas of  the 
students in those years. You will have regular 
meetings with Godolphin Sixth staff, ensure 
everyone’s opinions are heard and implement 
their great ideas.

Prep School Partner
Work in partnership with students and staff  
in our Prep School. One-to-one academic 
support is always welcome, as is supporting 
staff  with a wide range of  teaching. For those 
Sixth Form students considering careers in 
teaching or working with younger years, this 
is an invaluable mentoring role.

Charities
Under the direction of  our Charities 
Co-ordinator, Ms Jones, you will lead in 
supporting the nominated charities. Learn 
to plan, budget, fundraise and deliver 
charity events, both in school and in the 
local community. From discussing strategies 
with the Charities Committee, to presenting 
initiatives to the entire school, this is a 
leadership role requiring vision, commitment, 
practicality and energy.

Competitive Houses
Everyone can contribute to inter-house  
events in a range of  leadership roles.

House Captain – responsible for the running 
of  the House Committee and for the 
contribution made by the House at each event. 
This is a high profile, demanding role with 
great benefits for you and the rest of  your 
House.

Deputy House Captain – responsible for 
coordinating the activities of  the House, 
maintaining the House noticeboard and 
making sure everyone knows how to 
contribute to the success of  the House.

Prep School Liaison – the link between the 
Senior and Prep School Houses, visiting the 
Prep School and finding ways to interweave 
House activities.

Games Captain – coordinates all inter-house 
sports activities, works with students from all 
year groups to establish successful teams and 
supports and encourages all members of  the 
House, on the field and off.

Social Captain – a charity tea party,  
a House bonding trip, a picnic or a Christmas 
supper, you are in charge! Works with the 
whole House community on a range of  
fundraising activities.

Creative Captain – coordinates the arts  
events in which your House participates, 
in particular the inter-house singing and 
performing arts competitions.

“Sixth Form life is very 
different from life in the 
lower years. You get 
more independence and 
there are many roles of 
leadership which you can 
get involved in, such as 
being on the Prefect Team 
or House Committee”

Godolphin actively 
encourages Godolphin 

Sixth students to develop 
their personal and 

leadership skills with 
positions of  responsibility.

From running sports 
events to organising 

voluntary work, there 
are many opportunities 
to step up and take the 
lead. They will enrich 

your School experience, 
help other students, as 

well as impress both 
universities and employers.

Here are some of  the 
leadership roles available



26 27

S IXTH FORM LIFE
Godolphin Sixth is also about having fun. Dance the night away at 
our CentreFest mini festival or at the Winter and Summer Balls. 
Meet students from other schools at regular social events. Go on 
weekend adventures and camping trips. Turn the School upside down 
in our much-loved Muck-Up Day. Sixth Form life never stops!
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INSPIRING BRIGHT MINDS 
AND SCHOLARSHIP

inspiring  bright minds

Being an Academic Scholar at Godolphin is more than being good at exams or  
memorising facts. We nurture a love of  learning for its own sake, which goes far beyond 
the requirements of  the syllabus. Godolphin Scholars are enthusiastic and critical thinkers, 
interested in people, society, the planet and universe.

The GO Discover programme includes a range of  topics from Anglo-Saxon poetry to  
astro-physics. You will attend several of  these talks on Fridays (which are open to all 
students) and you can deliver your own seminar to the Scholars. The highlight is the 
annual Scholars’ Dinner and Lecture where a high-profile speaker shares their experience, 
knowledge and insight, followed by a formal dinner.

As a Scholar, you will be encouraged to undertake challenges to strengthen and stimulate 
your learning. We want you to embrace an intellectual world beyond the textbook: one of  
exploration and discovery, curiosity and inspiration.

Life in Godolphin 
Sixth offers many 

opportunities to 
extend and enrich 

the excellent 
core teaching
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PREFECTS
All sixth formers 

can apply to become 
Prefects. You need 

the right balance of  
leadership, motivation, 

flexibility and 
imagination. Being 

selected to the Prefect 
Team is competitive 
and they are a great 

source of  pride 
for the Godolphin 
Sixth community 

Becoming a Prefect is both a great 
privilege and responsibility. You will 
have proven to be trustworthy, reliable, 
dedicated and mature. Prefects have 
a range of  added responsibilities for 
general conduct in the School and 
are viewed with great respect by 
those within and beyond the School 
community. A Prefect is always on 
duty and the way you act and behave 
is expected to reflect  the honour and 
pride inherent within the role. The most 
successful Prefects use the experience 
as an opportunity to develop their 
leadership and mediation skills, so 
they are prepared for life beyond the 
Godolphin Sixth.
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Lear ning Support 
and Support 
for Students 
with English as 
an Additional 
Language

Support for those with English as an additional language (EAL)
The EAL Department offers two types of  support to Godolphin Sixth students with 
English as an additional language: IELTS preparation and general subject support. 
IELTS is the banded EAL qualification expected by UK universities, which consists 
of  papers in reading, writing, speaking and listening. We focus more on the writing 
skills, because the writing papers are particularly hard to score well on and the skills 
concerned are valuable for academic study. We offer flexibility on when you take the 
exam, as well as provide support on essay and exam answer structures. Our goal is to 
support your academic progress, whatever your experience and ambitions.

“Learning support is a great 
programme that is designed for 
each individual. This support has 
helped me improve in confidence  
in an academic sphere”

When you study at Godolphin Sixth, we expect you to be 
dedicated to achieving your academic potential. In order 
to help you succeed, our team of  highly experienced 
teaching staff  can assess your learning and language needs 
and support you academically over the full two years

Learning Support
Our award-winning Learning Support Department offers academic guidance and 
support to any member of  Godolphin Sixth when needed. Led by Mrs Firth, this 
outstanding department can assess and assist with your requirements. In addition,  
the Godolphin Sixth specialist is trained and experienced in working with students  
at this academic and educational level.
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MedVet+  
(Medicine, Veterinary, Dentistry), 
Laura Mitchell

Working on the frontline of  
medicine, dentistry and veterinary 
science is an exciting career 
prospect and something to which 

a number of  our girls aspire to. If  this 
sounds like you, then our MedVet+ Society 
is something we are proud to offer. This 
bespoke resource, exclusive to Godolphin 
Sixth, will provide you with an excellent 
opportunity to discuss all manner of  related 
topics and begin to explore what being 
a medic or vet is really about. We would 
also encourage those that are interested 
in health care (e.g nursing, midwifery and 
physiotherapy) to join our discussions.

The society meets regularly and engages in a 
range of  activities aimed at preparing you for 
working in this type of  career. You will have 
the opportunity to extend your knowledge 
beyond the syllabus, take part in exciting 
practicals and carry out small research 
projects. We arrange talks from professionals 
already in these industries, such as Dr Kush 

Oxbridge, Laura Mitchell
In the past 30 years, the seemingly 
unchanging universities of  Oxford 
and Cambridge, where scholars 
have taught and studied for 

centuries, have seen huge change. Methods 
of  selection, requirements and facilities 
have been continually in flux as GCSEs and 
A-levels have reformed and there is much 
‘hearsay’ as to what Oxford and Cambridge 
are wanting.

In the Godolphin Sixth Form, we pride 
ourselves on discerning Oxbridge candidates 
early and, through a specialised programme, 
we give you all the information and support 
possible should you wish to apply. From 
dedicated workshops with experienced 
Oxbridge professionals to one-to-one 
interview practice, we aim to ensure that you 
are fully prepared if  you choose to make an 
application. In addition, GCSE grades and 
other data are used to help us to identify girls 
who may not put themselves forward but 
who may be potential candidates. If  you are 
an aspiring Oxbridge candidate entering our 
Sixth Form, then you can expect:

	♦ Expert support from subject staff  and the 
Sixth Form team on university choices

Duggal from Salisbury Hospital, so that you 
can ask the questions you need to be fully 
informed about the demands of  each job.

Our unique MedVet+ Programme works 
in conjunction with the Bright Futures 
programme, helping you choose the most 
relevant and necessary A-levels depending on 
the nature of  your ambition. We frequently 
host the admissions tutors at King’s College 
London, as well as medical students and 
former students now working in the 
profession.

The admissions process can seem quite 
daunting so we support you throughout, 
with regular updates and preparation for the 
rigorous selection process. You will also be 
able to take advantage of  our mini-interview 
events held in collaboration with Bishop 
Wordsworth’s and South Wilts Grammar 
School, where you participate in mock 
interviews with current professionals. And 
of  course, we have the expertise to prepare 
you for the UKCAT and BMAT examinations. 
We also have an enviable history of  placing 
students in voluntary work throughout  
the sector.

	♦ Advice from former Godolphin students 
currently studying at Oxbridge

	♦ An invitation to a Lower Sixth Oxbridge 
Evening (which parents can also attend)

	♦ Support from the Oxbridge Co-ordinator

	♦ A focused trip to Oxford or Cambridge, 
including college tours

	♦ A nominated subject specialist Oxbridge 
Mentor to support you

	♦ Support in preparing for entrance 
examinations

	♦ Mock interviews

Work Shadowing, David Miller
Work Shadowing seeks to give 
you a flavour of  a possible career 
area by placing you in a company 
or profession for a week, which 

is linked to your potential university course. 
Placement contacts come from either 
yourselves or from our School database 
which includes many of  our alumnae, who 
have been through the scheme themselves.

The programme is very thorough with a 
pre-placement visit taking place to cover the 
practicalities and to assess the potential risks; 
there are evaluation forms to be filled in after 

Art Foundation, Nick Eggleton
If  you are an aspiring artist, there is 
no better place to spend your Sixth 
Form years. Our outstanding Art 
Department see all students who 

want to apply for Art Foundation, art school 
direct entry, product/engineering design and 
architecture together in early September. 

You are given a breakdown of  what you 
need for your application including sketch 
books, written personal investigation, 
mounted sheet work and final finished pieces. 
In addition you are given an overview of  
things that admissions tutors might like 
applicants to have experienced such as trips 
to concerts, museums, art galleries, theatrical 
productions, historic sites and exhibitions. 
You will also be given guidelines as to what 
questions previous candidates have been 
asked at interview, so you can plan ahead!

Depending on your individual strengths and 
feedback from former students, we can offer 
advice on the best courses for you. You are 
then fully supported through the application 
process through a series of  workshops and 
clinics run by the Art Department. This 
culminates in one-to-one pre-interviews, so 
you have best possible chance of  success.

the placement, and you will also produce a 
project, a copy of  which goes back to your 
employer as feedback for them.

As far as your options of  who and where 
are concerned, the world is your oyster. 
Each year some students choose to do their 
placement abroad while around a dozen 
will head to the bright lights of  London. 
Potential medical students head off  to various 
hospitals, potential lawyers head off  to the 
courts, while others find wonderful gems that 
make me wish that I was 17 once again. Last 
summer students went to a range of  diverse 
organisations such as BNP Paribas, Christie’s, 
Heart FM, Ernst & Young, Farm Africa and 
Trussell Trust. So whatever your interest, 
we, namely Mr Miller and Mrs Ferguson, will 
work with you to find a placement we are 
confident you will enjoy.

Engineering,  
Suzie McNulty, Chris Hillman

Godolphin has a strong record 
of  exam results in the physical 
sciences, and this leads naturally 
into the wealth of  engineering 

pathways available as careers. Over two thirds 
of  this year’s physics A-level candidates are 
moving onto engineering courses. 
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We are members of  the Arkwright 
Scholarship scheme, where you can apply for 
bursaries and attend lectures, and we provide 
a fertile environment for you to consider 
and trial solutions to engineering problems. 
As a school we foster close connections to 
universities, research establishments, and 
industrial engineering firms. The Sixth 
Form engineering group this year specified, 
designed and built apparatus to test scientific 
principles, learning programming, research, 
collaboration and teamwork skills that 
no engineer can be without. Through 
design technology the Sixth Form can also 
access CAD for engineers, 3D printing and 
laser cutting technologies. As students at 
Godolphin develop towards engineering 
pathways they are offered a wealth of  
opportunities and advice; ranging from 
Scholars’ talks based on astro-engineering of  
space rovers, the functioning of  the internet, 
and programming of  robots in lower years 
to mock interviews once they are ready to 
make university applications. We offer advice 
from university admissions tutors when 
our Sixth Form are writing their personal 
statements, and have built up their problem 
solving skills with Isaac Physics seminars. 
We have visits from working engineers to 

give the school’s ‘Inspiring Minds’ lectures, 
and to present about their work as young 
female engineers. As a department we 
visit Southampton University’s world class 
research facilities of  the Institute of  Sound 
and Vibration Research, the Optoelectronics 
Research Centre and the Physics Department 
undergraduate laboratories.

Apprenticeships, Bethan Ferguson
Higher and Degree 
Apprenticeships are a serious 
alternative to university, with 
more and more employers offering 

excellent opportunities. Apprenticeships are 
no longer dominated by the manual trades 
and the engineering sector, but instead span 
a range of  industries including accountancy, 
IT, law, media, business, publishing and 
journalism.

This option is not available in all the subjects 
offered at university. You cannot, for instance, 
get a Degree Apprenticeship in english or 
chemistry. Instead, you will focus on training 
for a specific career and develop skills by 
actually doing the job. On completion you 
will have a Foundation Degree, or a Full 
Degree, and might well be kept on by your 
employer. In addition to this, your employer 

will pay you a salary of  around £15,000 – 
£19,000 per year, and pay your degree tuition 
fees too.

During your time in Godolphin Sixth, there 
will be a variety of  opportunities to find 
out about apprenticeships – such as visiting 
employers in small group sessions and at off-
site events. Applying for an apprenticeship 
is very similar to applying for a job, with 
on-line tests, group work challenges at 
assessment centres and interviews. You will 
get support and one-to-one help throughout 
this process from Mrs Ferguson and many of  
the useful contacts developed by the school. 
Apprenticeships represent a really exciting 
opportunity.

“Godolphin Sixth is very 
active and there is always a 
talk or presentation that is 
going on that helps prepare 
you for life after Godolphin. 
I always feel very supported 
in what I do and the staff are 
always there to help me”
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CHOOSING THE 
RIGHT SUBjECTS IN 

THE SIXTH FORM
Success at the end of  your time in the Sixth Form really 
starts in your Fourth Year, as you begin the process of  
considering your subject choices. From the Into the Sixth 
Form Programme in June of  that year through to the Sixth 
Form Welcome Evening at the start of  your Fifth Year, our 
dedicated staff  are on hand to advise, support and sometimes 
even to challenge and change your ideas. What are the best 
subjects and courses for you? Those that inspire you, engage 
you and those in which you are likely to achieve the very 
best results. A detailed breakdown of  all the courses we offer 
can be found in the second half  of  this prospectus. To help 
you get the balance right, you and your parents will have 
the opportunity of  informed and knowledgeable one-to-one 
guidance from a wide range of  highly experienced staff. Early 
in the spring term, in addition to regular discussions with your 
tutor, you will each have a one to one discussion with a senior 
member of  staff  to help you make your subject choices.

In an age of  increasing competition both 
at university and in the workplace, the 

need to make informed and appropriate 
decisions about what to study in the Sixth 

Form at Godolphin has never been greater. 
After all, your time spent studying here is 

an investment in your future, and your aim 
is to achieve a set of  results of  which you 
are incredibly proud, and which give you 
the opportunity to pursue the next stage 

of  your life, be that gaining a university or 
college place or entering the world of  work

What is the curriculum structure  
in Godolphin Sixth?
We have designed our curriculum structure 
so that we can tailor the programme to suit 
each individual within a ‘five and a half  term 
teaching’ model. The offering at Godolphin 
consists of  a Core Programme, alongside an 
Option Programme, thus offering academic 
breadth and depth. You will all take the Core 
Programme and then ‘pick-and-choose’ what 
works for you from the Options Programme. 
This flexibility allows you to choose a set of  
options that is right for you. The timetable 
is built around your choices, giving us the 
ability to offer an individual and customised 
programme, rather than being constrained  
by fixed blocking.

Core Programme
	♦ 3 academic subjects - A-levels  

(No AS exams in any subjects)  
or BTECs

	♦ Sport

	♦ The Elizabeth Godolphin Award (EGA)

	♦ Some students may begin on four subjects  
in the Lower Sixth and drop one before  
the Upper Sixth

Option Programme
Alongside your Sixth Form subjects, subject 
to any timetabling constraints, you will be 
able to opt to study for an additional subject 
or subjects from the Options Programme, 
which will offer further academic enrichment. 
This could include an Extended Project 
Qualification (EPQ), or the continued study 
of  Mathematics (Further Mathematics), or an 
additional GCSE, or the Leiths qualification.

How should you choose your Sixth Form 
subjects? As a starting point, think about 
what you enjoy, what you are good at and 
any possible degree/career options you 
might wish to consider. Guidance about good 
combinations can be found in this prospectus, 
although you should always discuss your 
options with a member of  staff. It is perfectly 
normal to have little or no idea for the last 
two points at this stage, but you must avoid 
closing any doors in the selection of  your 
Sixth Form subjects.

Facilitating Subjects
The Russell Group of  universities has, in the 
past, publicised a list of  ‘facilitating subjects’ 
which were deemed to be most suitable for 

applications to a wide range of  university 
courses. Since then, they have changed 
their advice to advocate a more individual 
approach. Their Informed Choices website 
aims to tailor advice to specific courses, or 
interests. It is very important that the students 
give careful consideration to their subject 
choices, and the avenues that those choices 
will open up or, in some cases, close down 
in the future. This vital decision is front and 
centre for a lot of  students, and their thought 
processes on this front are supported through 
the Bright Futures programme throughout 
their time at Godolphin.

Starting New Subjects
There are several new Sixth Form subjects 
available to sixth formers at Godolphin. 
These include Business, Economics, Art 
History and Psychology. We advise that you 
think carefully when choosing a new subject, 
as you need to be confident that you will both 
enjoy and be successful in studying it. You 
would be well advised to talk to a relevant 
subject teacher to find out more about it, and 
current sixth formers who are studying it.
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Questions to Ask Yourself
	♦ How do you think your chosen Sixth Form subjects work 

together as a combination?

	♦ Have you done well in the subjects you are thinking of  studying? 

	♦ If  you are taking new subjects, have you done your reading  
and asked the staff  so you know what they will be like and 
whether or not you are likely to get the grades you hope for  
in those subjects?

	♦ Do you really know what the subject involves?

	♦ Have you made sure this combination of  Sixth Form subjects 
does not ‘close any doors’ to you later, such as particular degrees?

	♦ Have you used Higher Ideas to see where your chosen subjects 
might lead?

Of  course, once you have made your choices, the support you 
receive continues. As you enter the Sixth Form, your progress is 
regularly monitored and tutors and academic staff  actively help 
you make decisions about which subjects to pursue, and how 
best to frame your future plans. At the same time, an immense 
amount of  study skills support is given, and as the time for UCAS 
applications approaches, we will guide you through the process, 
ensuring that your application really reflects your potential and 
ambitions. We have an excellent record of  students gaining their 
first-choice university places, so from advice about university courses 
to help writing your personal statements, whether you are aiming 
for an Oxbridge college, a specific course, an Art Foundation or a 
vocational training, we will ensure that, if  you pursue your dream, 
you will be well supported.

Subject/university Useful information

Architecture and 
Engineering 

Can require Mathematics (Further Mathematics would be 
preferable for Engineering), Physics and in some cases  
Art but it can vary and you need to check.

Oxbridge and other 
competitive courses 

Prefer two of  your three A-level subjects to be facilitating subjects.

Languages If  you are considering languages at university then it is best to study 
two languages at A-level, although it is possible to take only one.

Classics Certain courses will require Latin.

Mathematics We would advise that you take Further Mathematics if  you are 
considering a Mathematics degree.

The Sciences 
If  you are considering taking a science degree, you ought to at least 
consider doing Mathematics A-level. Further Mathematics helps 
with the physical sciences.

Teaching If  you are considering Primary Teaching, then make sure you 
choose some core National Curriculum subjects as A-levels.

Economics 
For competitive and demanding university courses,  
Mathematics is very important as there is a lot of  mathematics  
in an Economics degree.

Psychology 
Biology or Mathematics work well in support of  Psychology but 
are not compulsory. Courses need careful research to find one that 
suits you as some are more biological where others involve a lot of  
statistics.

Computer 
Science 

Often requires Mathematics and a science. Occasionally, Further 
Mathematics may be required.

Law 
No specific subjects required, although strong grades and a  
highly academic mix of  A-levels, including essay-based subjects,  
are needed.

Medicine and 
Veterinary Science 

One or both of  Chemistry and Biology (usually Chemistry is 
required over Biology). Mathematics is also very useful.

Cur riculum 
infor mation 

by subject

Art & Design  42
History of  Art 42
Biology  43
Business  43
Chemistry  44
Classics  44
Computer Science 45
Design & Technology 3D Product Design 46
Economics  46
English Literature  46
Extended Project Qualification (EPQ)  47
Food Science & Nutrition (Level 3) 47
Geography  48
Geology  48
History  49
Leiths Introductory Certificate  
in Food & Wine 50
Mathematics & Further Mathematics  50
Modern Languages  50
Music  51
Performing Arts (BTEC) 51
Physical Education (PE) 52
Physics  52
Psychology  53
Religious Studies  53
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Art & Design
Head of Department: Mr Nick Eggleton 
Examination Board: AQA

Why study Art?
So far you have been made aware of  the creative world 
around you inspiring you to produce a range of  work in 
different specialist areas. Now is the opportunity for you 
to take your existing knowledge and develop it further in a 
creative, personal and innovative way. You will extend your 
understanding of  the role of  other practitioners, both past and 
present, allowing you to put your own work into context. We 
want you to be a part of  that creative world and to influence it 
with your own ideas and imagination.

The greater freedom that the course allows will give you 
the opportunity to discover more about yourself  and your 
individual creativity. Although we are always around to give 
you help and advice and to monitor your progress, you are free 
to explore on your own the direction that you want to follow.

You will get the opportunity to build on your existing 
knowledge by using the extensive facilities here within the 
Art & Design studios. What makes us unique is the range 
of  disciplines that we offer, the specialist studios available to 
you until late at night and the specialist teaching that you will 
receive from the very talented and creative staff. Access to 
the wider community of  artists is encouraged through our 
network of  contacts. We pride ourselves on creating new and 
innovative work with our students. The department has no 
house style; we are constantly creating new work, reacting to 
current ideas and approaches. Individuality is encouraged to 
allow you to fulfil your potential.

Students from here go on to study on a variety of  courses 
both nationally and internationally. The traditional route is 
to do an Art Foundation Course before progressing onto a 
degree. Many students use an A-level in this subject to obtain 
entry onto courses such as Architecture, Product Design, 
Engineering Design, Film and Animation, Art History, 
Fashion, etc.

Renaissance in Italy, (1420 – 1520)’, and ‘Rebellion and Revival: 
the British and French Avant-Garde (1848–99)’. In both periods, 
great social and technological changes took place which were 
matched by extraordinary artistic originality and inventiveness. 
We will study three Italian Renaissance city states: Florence, 
where a new-found passion for Classical learning combined 
with republican civic pride and fears of  damnation for sin, and 
led to breath-taking spending on art; Venice, where the same 
ingredients, combined with the city’s unique structure - both 
geographical and political - resulted in art which reflected its 
diversity; while patrons in Papal Rome were able to command 
art on different scale altogether. You will visit Italy as part of  
the course in the Upper Sixth to see the art you have studied 
in situ. For the second period, we will explore how artists in 
Britain and France responded to the industrial, political and 
social revolutions of  the era. As artists shook off the shackles 
of  academic control to develop new responses to the modern 
world, they set artistic changes in motion which are with 
us to this day. On a visit to Paris in the Lower Sixth we will 
explore both this topic and Paper 1, so you will see everything 
from Greek sculpture and Gothic cathedrals to Pointillism 
and Picasso; from paintings of  revolutions to revolutions in 
painting. 

Assessment
Paper 1, Section A: Visual Analysis  
Three compulsory photograph questions.

Paper 1, Section B: Themes  
Two themes selected; compulsory questions on each period: 
one extended response on two works and one essay exploring 
works and critical texts

(3 hours)

Paper 2 Periods  
Two periods selected; compulsory questions on each period: 
two short questions exploring one aspect of  one work; one 
extended response exploring at least two works and one long 
essay exploring works and critical texts.

(3 hours) 

Course content
Lower Sixth
Unit 1: Coursework A residential trip to Cornwall or 
Birmingham will inspire and enthral. You will visit art galleries 
and museums as well as the surrounding area to obtain 
inspiration for your own practical work.

Unit 2: Externally Set Assignment This is an externally 
set starting point to explore and create more of  your own 
practical work.

A-level
Unit 1: Coursework This is a more self-directed, personal 
investigation beginning at the end of  the Lower Sixth and 
continuing until late January of  the Upper Sixth. You can study 
any aspect of  art and design in detail. It includes a written 3,000 
word personal study as well as a portfolio of  practical work 
and sketch book.

Unit 2: Externally Set Assignment This is an externally 
set starting point to explore and create more of  your own 
practical work.

Assessment
Lower Sixth
Unit 1: Coursework 
Unit 2: Externally Set Assignment

Upper Sixth
Unit 1: Coursework 
Unit 2: Externally Set Assignment

History of  Art
Head of Department: Mrs Sara Radice 
Examination board: Pearson Edexcel

Why study History of  Art A-level?
Curious about what art means or how and why it was made? 
Then History of  Art A-level could be for you. An endlessly 
fascinating subject, it connects everything else you have ever 
learnt. History of  Art combines well with arts and sciences as 
we explore how buildings stand up, the science of  light and the 
maths behind harmonious proportion as well as the literary 

Biology
Head of Department: Dr Bernadette Medany 
Examination Board: Pearson Edexcel Specification A

Why study Biology?
Many will tell you Biology is not essential if  you want to study 
medicine. However, why would you not study the science 
of  life if  you want to become a doctor? It is a good choice if  
you are interested in studying medicine, dentistry, veterinary 
science, physiotherapy, biochemistry, molecular biology, 
environmental studies, forensic science, sports medicine ...the 
list goes on and on!

Biology used to be restricted to the study of  plants (botany) or 
animals (zoology). But times have changed; research has taken 
place at such an incredible rate since the structure of  DNA 
was first discovered that the subject you study at A-level is 
nothing like the course taught just a few decades ago. Genetic 
engineering is now a reality. At A-level you learn about the 
facts – how new cures for cancer could be developed – as well 
as the ethical concerns. This is the science that has a social 
conscience and this course makes you think about the moral 
dilemmas facing biologists at the cutting edge of  research.

Course content
Over the course of  two years, you will study eight topics. 
These topics are approached as case studies, taking every 
day issues and exploring the biology involved. The topics 
studied in the first year of  the course cover a diverse range of  
subjects including cardiovascular disease, cystic fibrosis, stem 
cell therapy and the conservation of  rare species. The four 
topics studied in the second year of  the course cover aspects 
of  forensic biology, immunology, sports physiology and the 
working of  the human brain.

The names of topics are as follows: 
Topic 1: Lifestyle, Health and Risk 
Topic 2: Genes and Health 
Topic 3: Voice of  the Genome 
Topic 4: Biodiversity and Natural Resources 
Topic 5: On the Wild Side 
Topic 6: Immunity, Infection and Forensics 
Topic 7: Run for your Life 
Topic 8: Grey Matter

and historical contexts in which art is made. The lessons – 
exploring art through talks, film and discussion – are taught 
in a relaxed, but intellectually vigorous, atmosphere more 
like university than school. You will learn and use the correct 
artistic vocabulary in your essays to articulate your enthusiasm 
and knowledge (though help is on hand for those who need to 
develop their writing skills). While you do not need to be able 
to draw, you do need to be academically curious, enthusiastic, 
and open-minded to engage with the ideas that have shaped 
our culture. All artists express ideas about society, history, 
politics, wars, religion, power and all the big questions in life: 
love, death, joy and sorrow. Studying this subject opens your 
eyes to the world and helps you understand what it is to be 
human.

Art history stimulates intellectual enquiry and encourages 
independent thought as it requires observation, reflection 
and analysis as well as critical thinking and effective 
communication: brilliant university preparation. Career 
opportunities abound for art history graduates: research, 
publishing, journalism, museums, the art market, curating 
exhibitions, restoration, advertising, interior design, education 
and television.

Course content
For Paper 1, part A, you will be taken on a visual journey 
from Ancient Greece to contemporary Europe and beyond 
the European tradition, in order to explore the evolution and 
role of  art, as well as the historical and social contexts in which 
it was made. You will learn how to understand materials and 
methods, as well as explore the form and function of  art and 
architecture. For part B you will explore two themes in depth. 
First, the way that Nature is used as a source of  inspiration, 
a symbol of  belonging or an ideal of  perfection in art and 
architecture. We will examine how Nature’s motifs, messages 
and materials have been used across time and place. The 
second theme is war, where art and architecture can express 
ideas of  triumph or loss and it can support or challenge the 
conflict. Over time and place, attitudes to that art can also 
change. For both themes we will examine critical texts and 
works of  art from within and beyond the European tradition, 
from 500BC to the present.

For Paper 2, you will focus on two periods which you will be 
able to explore in greater depth: ‘Invention and illusion: the 

Assessment
At the end of  two years, there will be three papers. Each paper 
is two hours long and each is worth 33% of  the total marks. 
Paper 1 will test Topics 1–4, 5 and 6. Paper 2 will test Topics 1–4, 
7 and 8. These papers may include multiple-choice, short open, 
open-response, calculations and extended writing questions. 
Paper 3 will include questions from Topics 1-8, including 
synoptic questions that may draw on two or more different 
topics. There will also be one section of  questions based on a 
pre-released scientific article.

In line with the new regulations, a minimum 10%  
of  the marks will be awarded for mathematics at Level 2 or 
above (GCSE). These will test mathematics within biological 
contexts and include statistical tests.

All papers will include questions that target the conceptual and 
theoretical understanding of  experimental methods.

Practical Endorsement
The Common Practical Assessment Criteria (CPAC) will be 
used to assess practical skills. Students will be assessed on 
confidence in a laboratory, the ability to follow instructions 
and work safely, and the ability to use a variety of  apparatus to 
collect accurate data. Evidence will be collected throughout 
the two years of  the course and can lead to a certificate in 
practical competency, which may be a requirement for entry 
into some degree courses.

Business
Head of Department: Mr David Miller 
Exam Board: Edexcel

Why study Business?
Why do some firms set up next door to their competitors 
while others set up as far away as possible? How do some 
firms make a profit and a loss at the same time? How can 
you motivate workers who are doing the same repetitive task 
every day? These are just some of  the questions that you will 
be able to answer after having studied Business. You will have 
the knowledge to set up your own company and the ability 
to problem solve just like James Dyson! If  you are looking 
to cut your teeth in business then you can participate in the 
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H4H Enterprise scheme where students set up and run their 
own company in the Lower Sixth. Never been in a factory 
before? Then join us on the Czech Republic trip and see, 
amongst others, Bohemian Crystal being cut and Skoda cars 
being manufactured! Closer to home, you can visit the Mini 
Cooper car factory in Oxford.

Many of  our business students go on to study the subject at 
university, either reading Business Management or Business 
Administration, or a specialist area such as Accountancy. Your 
career options and the variety of  companies that you will be 
able to work for are endless and it really is a case of  picking a 
product or service that particularly enthrals you, as every firm 
needs employees with business acumen.

Course content
The specification is organised into four themes. Following 
an introductory section on entrepreneurship, you will then 
work through the core topics of  human resources, marketing, 
operations and finance. Once the internal workings of  a 
business have been covered, you will then explore how 
business strategy can be affected by the external environment 
and study companies that operate on a global scale. In the 
latter part of  the course, you will research and investigate a 
particular industry which is pre-issued by the exam board.

Assessment
There will be three exam papers to sit at the end of  the course, 
each lasting two hours. Papers 1 and 2 are each based on two 
of  the four specific themes, while Paper 3 is synoptic, using 
case studies based on the researched industry.

Chemistry
Head of Department: Dr Clinton Thrower 
Exam Board: Edexcel

Why Study Chemistry?
Chemistry is fundamental to our world and has shaped 
everything around us. From medicines to fuels, from 
clothes to bio-degradable polymers, chemistry is not only 
responsible for what we have now, but is also at the forefront 
of  the research to improve things in every way. From 
nanowire development for solar cells to enzyme research 

Latin or Greek
Course content 
Students focus on Latin Language and Latin Literature, or 
on Greek Language and Greek Literature, with an equal 
divide in the lessons allocated. Students are encouraged to 
engage with the set texts in an adult way, and to offer their 
own insights into the author’s methods and intentions. In 
Latin we study sections of  Cicero’s Second Philippic, followed 
by Apuleius’ Cupid and Psyche in the prose section; for verse 
we begin with the masterly opening of  Virgil’s Aeneid Book 
XI and then extracts from Ovid’s wonderful love poetry, the 
Amores. In the Upper Sixth additionally we study sections 
from Apuleius and Ovid in translation which increases 
enjoyment and understanding of  our Latin set texts. Students 
will also be prepared for the unseen sections of  the summer 
exams through regular translation of  the prescribed authors. 
Together with the literature component, this will offer 
students a firm, wide platform from which to progress to 
studying at undergraduate level.

Assessment
There will be four exams:

	♦ Unseen: 1 hour 45 minutes. Unseen passages from Livy and 
Ovid

	♦ Comprehension: 1 hour 15 minutes. A passage from any 
prose author with content, translation and grammar 
questions

	♦ Prose Literature: 2 hours. Questions on Latin extracts 
from both prose set texts, with a final essay question 

	♦ Verse Literature: 2 hours. Questions on Latin extracts from 
both verse set texts, with a final essay question

Classical Civilisation
Course Content 
Students focus on three modules: The World of  the Hero 
runs throughout the Lower and Upper Sixth, concentrating 
on Homer’s Iliad, where we look at the Greek hero, Achilles 
and his Trojan Counterpart, Hector. In the Upper Sixth we 
read the great Roman epic, The Aeneid with its tortured hero 
Aeneas who struggles to found the new Troy in the face 
of  tough opposition from the goddess Juno. In the Greek 

to stop the premature deterioration of  fruit, chemistry is 
important in our push to identify and resolve so many of  
the problems facing us and our planet in the coming years. 
Studying chemistry not only prepares you for the real world, 
allowing you to have a reasoned view of  the main issues we 
face, but also gives you a qualification that is one of  the most 
sought after in a CV when applying to a university. This is 
because it not only proves your ability to recall information, 
as many subjects do, but also that you can apply the concepts 
you have learnt to new situations and analyse data in order 
to come to valid conclusions. You gain life skills that are 
highly sought after by universities and employers alike, such 
as the ability to solve problems, complete practical work, 
synthesise information, link ideas and think logically. You 
learn when and where to use qualitative and quantitative 
methods, how to observe and record findings accurately and 
precisely as well as how to critically analyse and evaluate 
the methodology used in experimental and investigative 
activities.

Tell me more
A-level Chemistry builds on the knowledge and 
understanding developed at GCSE. You will learn the 
answers to many interesting questions, such as why the 
things around you appear the way they do, why some 
solutions are coloured, why some reactions occur whilst 
others do not and why keeping your room tidy is impossible, 
as you cannot compete with entropy! The course aims to 
stimulate interest in and enjoyment of  chemistry, a subject 
which not only occupies a central position amongst the 
sciences but which also fits well with numerous other 
A-levels outside of  Biology, Physics and Mathematics. It 
is an essential A-level for the progression into medicine, 
dentistry, veterinary science and pharmacy, but following a 
chemistry route also opens up a wide range of  professions 
from environmental sciences and art conservation to forensic 
science and patent law. However, if  a myriad of  industrial 
based jobs becoming available to you does not fill you with 
inspiration, there would always be the best job in the world 
at your feet, as there is a world-wide shortage of  chemists 
in education! Chemistry is a subject that opens up the types 
of  courses you can apply for at university and the types 
of  subsequent employment, rather than narrowing your 
choices. For all of  this, and much more, chemistry has to be 

Theatre module pupils study the origins and background 
to drama in Ancient Greece and read three of  the greatest 
texts in depth: Sophocles’ Oedipus the King, Euripides’ Bacchae 
and Aristophanes’ Frogs. The final module, Greek Religion 
encompasses the practicalities of  religious ritual, and the role it 
played in society, alongside the functions and layout of  famous 
temple complexes. Learners will also explore the nature of  
the gods and their relationship with mortals, which will help 
develop their sense of  the central role religion played in the life 
of  everyday people.

Assessment
There will be three Exams:

	♦ The World of the Hero (40% of  overall marks):  
2 hours 20 Minutes

	♦ Greek Theatre (30% of  overall marks): 1 hour 45 minutes
	♦ Greek Religion (30% of  overall marks):  

1 hour 45 minutes

Computer Science 
Head of Department: Mrs Sandra Davis  
Examination Board: AQA

Why study Computer Science?
COVID-19 has brought the importance of  technology and 
computer science sharply into focus. What was once seen 
as a niche subject is now understood to be fundamental 
to society, and the population at large for the first time 
understands the true meaning of  algorithmic bias. Computer 
science is mainstream, and a critical skill in this fast moving 
world. There is no better time to study computer science. 

Computer science is the study of  how computers and 
computer systems work, and how they are constructed 
and programmed. It enables you to solve problems, design 
systems, and understand the power and limits of  human 
and machine intelligence. You will develop a unique way of  
thinking about issues, problems and situations that uses the 
powers of  logic, algorithm, precision and abstraction, called 
computational thinking. This influences fields far beyond 
those you might imagine, including biology, chemistry, 
linguistics, medicine, psychology, economics and statistics.

one of  the most fascinating and pivotal subjects you could 
ever decide to study.

Course content
The A-level is gained by taking three examinations that cover 
the following topics and topic extensions from the second 
year of  study: atomic structure; chemical bonding; redox 
reductions; element and compound structures; the periodic 
table; reaction rates; equilibria; acid-base equilibria; redox 
reactions; energetics; transition metals; organic chemistry 
and modern analytical techniques. Two examinations have 
specific syllabus content within them and the third is a general 
examination that includes the practical skills assessment.

Assessment
Examination 1: Advanced Inorganic & Physical Chemistry  
1 hour 45 minute exam in June (30% of  A-level)

Examination 2: Advanced Inorganic & Physical Chemistry  
1 hour 45 minute exam in June (30% of  A-level)

Examination 3: General & practical principles in Chemistry 
2 hour 30 minute exam in June  
(40% of  A-level)

Classics
The Classics Department offer three separate A-levels: 
Latin, Greek and Classical Civilisation.
Head of Department: Mrs Primrose Campbell 
Examination Board: OCR

Why study Classics? 
The great philanthropist John Paul Getty, when asked why 
he preferred classicists as his senior executives, simply replied 
‘They sell more oil’. For ‘oil’ read ‘renewable energy’ and you 
have a modern mantra that explains why Classicists are so 
highly employable: they are trained to think analytically; they 
have studied human nature, politics, art, science, linguistics, 
rhetoric, poetry, drama and philosophy over the course of  
an empire that lasted for a thousand years; and they have a 
breadth of  vision to which no other subject even comes close. 

Computer science encourages innovation, creativity, 
resourcefulness and resilience. It empowers us to move from 
being consumers of  technology to producers and shapers 
of  technology. Computer science enables us to understand 
and contribute to debate about societal issues involving 
computation, such as software patents, identity theft, genetic 
engineering, electronic voting systems for elections, complex 
modern financial trading systems, and so on. And how many 
of  us can watch a movie these days without being amazed by 
the wizardry of  the talented individuals creating the effects on 
the computers?

Computer science will inspire and challenge you to apply the 
knowledge you gain and the creative and technical skills you 
build to explore new areas in technological development. It 
prepares you for a world that does not yet exist, involving 
technologies that have not yet been invented, and that will 
present technical and ethical challenges of  which we are not 
yet aware.

Course Content
Topics studied are:

	♦ Fundamentals of  programming
	♦ Problem solving and the theory of  computation
	♦ Data representation
	♦ Hardware and software
	♦ Computer organisation and architecture
	♦ Communication: technology and consequences
	♦ Data structures
	♦ Algorithms
	♦ Regular languages
	♦ The Internet
	♦ Databases and software development
	♦ Object-orientated programming and functional 

programming

Assessment
Paper 1: Programming and the theory of  computation  
2 hour 30 minute on-screen exam (40%)

Paper 2: Theory of  computing  
2 hour 30 minute written exam (40%)
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Individual programming project: Extended coursework 
project starting in the summer of  the Lower Sixth and 
completed by Easter in the Upper Sixth (20%)

Further Study and Employment
Opportunities abound in computer science and related fields: 
university degrees include Computer Science, Information 
Systems, Cybersecurity, Data Science and many more; you 
could join one of  a range of  degree level apprenticeships  
with employers such as GCHQ and JP Morgan; and there  
are a broad range of  post-degree employment options.  
In an uncertain economic climate, computer science is an 
excellent choice.

Design & Technology  
3D Product Design
Head of Department: Mrs Suzie McNulty 
Examination Board: AQA

Why study Design &Technology  
3D Product Design?
It’s a 3D world. All the products that you own or use have 
been designed and manufactured by somebody. Imagine how 
satisfying it must be for the designer of  a product that has 
made a real difference to the quality of  someone’s life?

This new qualification gives students the practical skills, 
theoretical knowledge and confidence to succeed in a 
number of  careers, especially those in the creative industries.

Students will investigate historical, social, cultural, 
environmental and economic influences on design  
and technology, whilst enjoying opportunities to put their 
learning in to practice by producing products of  their choice.

They will also gain a real understanding of  what it means to 
be a designer, alongside the knowledge and skills sought by 
higher education and employers.

Due to the technical skill of  this course, it is highly 
recommended that students have studied this subject  
at GCSE

works in the English literary canon, their historical context 
and the resulting critical views, we will learn not only about 
the past, but about ourselves in the present. An interest in 
history, philosophy, the classics, religion and creativity will all 
contribute to your two-year journey in English literature, but 
above all we are hoping you have an unquenchable curiosity 
and take pleasure in discussing your views.

English Literature A-level at Godolphin enjoys significant 
success gaining consistently good results, often beyond the 
students’ expectations. It is taught by a highly experienced 
and enthusiastic department who adapt the course to their 
chosen specialist subjects. English literature is very attractive 
to universities and employers who like the fact that students 
engage with scholarly material and develop a sophisticated 
written style. 

The course works well alongside many other subjects, but 
particularly history, History of  Art, Classics and Philosophy 
as it explores issues of  representation, religion, culture, 
sexuality, power and gender. 

What will the course cover?
Component 1: Drama and Poetry Pre-1900  
Students study one Shakespeare play, one other pre-1900 
drama and a pre-1900 poetry text. Students will explore the 
periods in which the writers lived and how this influenced 
their artistic choices, and learn to compare them.

Component 2: Comparative and Contextual Study 
Students study and compare two texts chosen  
from a topic area in preparation for the close reading of  an 
unseen prose extract. Here students will be encouraged to 
articulate sophisticated, personal and creative responses to 
the chosen texts and use different critical interpretations to 
inform their reading.

Component 3: Literature Post-1900  
For this coursework unit, students will study one prose, 
poetry and drama text written after 1900, at least one of  
which is a contemporary literary text published post-2000. 
Students produce two pieces of  work (approximately 3,000 
words) which represents 20% of  their overall grade. Tasks 
include a comparative exploration of  two texts and either a 
close reading analysis or re-creative task with commentary 
on the third.

How will it be assessed?
Written exam: 

Paper 1: (2.5 hours) 25% of  A-level. Core technical principles 
and core designing and making principles. Mixture of  short 
answer, multiple choice and extended response.

Paper 2: (1.5 hours) 25% of  A-level.

Section A: Product Analysis. Up to six short answer questions 
based on visual stimulus of  product(s).

Section B: Commercial Manufacture. Mixture of  short and 
extended response questions.

Substantial design and make task:  
45 hours (100 marks) 50% of  A-level 
Evidence: written or digital design portfolio and photographic 
evidence of  final prototype.

Economics
Head of Department: Mr David Miller 
Examination Board: Edexcel

Why study Economics?
Ever wondered what ‘the credit crunch’ was actually about? 
Or how a rich country such as the UK can possibly owe over 
£1 trillion? Or why it is expensive to shop in some countries 
but much cheaper in others? These are the sorts of  issues 
that will be covered during your study of  Economics. It will 
provide you with a fascinating insight into the workings of  
the global financial system, as well as equipping you with the 
necessary knowledge to hold an intellectual economic debate 
and wow your guests at future dinner parties!

You will find that, once you learn the basic theory, many 
of  the lessons will relate directly to the current issues in 
the news. Economics is addictive and you will find your 
knowledge expanding on topical issues such as European 
migration to a degree that you would not have previously 
thought possible! There will be the opportunity to invest 
£100,000 in stocks and shares through the stockbroking 
competition, and visit the Czech Republic, or the City  
of  London.

How will you be assessed?
Component 1: Written exam 2hrs 30mins  
Component 2: Written exam 2hrs 30 mins 
Component 3: Coursework offering the choice  
of  different task types and free choice of  literary texts from 
the post-1900 period (including one post-2000 text)

Extended Project 
Qualification (EPQ)
Centre Coordinator: Mrs Sara Radice 
Examination board: AQA

Why take the EPQ?
If  you have a thirst for intellectual inquiry and enjoy exploring 
topics beyond the curriculum, the EPQ could be for you. 
Since 2009, a number of  History of  Art, Politics and Religious 
Studies A-level students have undertaken the EPQ and this will 
now be an option in any subject where there is a supervisor 
available. The project, which can be on an academic topic of  
your choice (agreed with your supervisor), takes the form 
of  a 5,000 word dissertation supported by a presentation to a 
non-specialist audience with a question and answer session. 
The dissertation must not be merely descriptive, but pursue 
an original line of  argument analytically. Alternatively, you can 
choose to create an artefact, film or performance, supported 
by a 1,000 word essay.

You will start to think about your topic and apply to do the 
EPQ in the spring term of  the Lower Sixth and the project 
will be submitted in the autumn term of  the Upper Sixth. 
Supported by weekly meetings with your supervisor, you 
will learn skills that are really valuable for university such as 
managing a large scale project, carrying out research using 
specialist libraries and archives, preparing a bibliography, 
reading critically, writing at length with footnotes, presenting 
your findings and, perhaps most importantly, reflecting on 
your progress and the results.

Course content
AQA suggest that the project should take approximately 
120 hours. You will spend roughly 30 hours in sessions 

Economics is a popular subject at university, both in its own 
right and as part of  a degree such as PPE (Philosophy, Politics 
and Economics). While strong mathematical ability is not 
required at A-level, many university courses will require 
A-level Mathematics. Your career options are wide and varied 
and, statistically, you will be amongst the top future graduate 
earners!

Course content
The specification is split into four distinct sections, each one 
based largely on either microeconomics or macroeconomics. 
You will learn to analyse markets on a micro level as well 
as understand the problems that are often encountered 
in running markets. The focus will then switch to the UK 
economy and how it has evolved, before studying the global 
economy and looking at issues such as poverty and economic 
development.

Assessment
There will be three exam papers to sit at the end of  the course, 
each lasting 2 hours. The first two papers will each examine 
two of  the four specification themes and the final paper will 
be synoptic. There will be a wide range of  different examining 
methods used in these papers including data response 
questions based on case studies, multiple choice and essay 
questions.

English Literature
Head of Department: Mrs Cristina George 
Examination Board: OCR

Why study English Literature?
‘The historian  will tell you what happened.  
The novelist  will tell you what it felt like.’  
– E. L. Doctorow

If  you are considering English Literature A-level, we are 
assuming you have a fervent passion for reading and enjoy 
words. We are hoping you are someone who wants to 
expand your ideas, improve your written argument and 
develop your understanding of  the complex human world 
in which we live. Through the study of  some of  the greatest 

with your supervisor learning the relevant skills of  how to 
manage your project and carry out research and extended 
writing. You will need to keep a production log of  all stages 
of  the project, reviewing and evaluating your progress. You 
will have to complete a number of  forms which should 
reflect each stage. Significant marks are allocated for the 
process of  the project and the strategies you have used to 
meet your stated objectives.

The EPQ is an excellent introduction to university-style 
independent work, as it allows you to develop organisational 
skills – balancing it with your other A-level subjects to achieve 
your stated aims. You will have the opportunity to learn how 
to use an academic library and should aim to look at a variety 
of  sources for your research or learn to use new technologies. 
Key marks are awarded for problem solving, decision making 
and creative thinking. You will need to think critically and 
analytically, as well as demonstrate understanding of  the 
complexities and connections made in your project. Often  
the best projects are those which make links between your  
A-level subjects. 

Finally, you will be marked on your communication skills, 
ability to present your findings and self-assessment of  your 
learning during the project.

Assessment
The EPQ is equivalent to an AS level but, unlike the  
AS, students who achieve over 45/50 marks can gain  
an A* grade.

Food Science & Nutrition 
(Level 3)
Head of Department: Mr Greg Clarke 
Examination Board: WJEC

Why take Food Science & Nutrition (BTEC)?
This course is aimed at students who like food, cooking and 
learning about food and how the body uses food. You will 
learn about the relationship between the human body and 
food, as well as practical skills about cooking and preparing 
food. You should enjoy all aspects of  food preparation and 
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cooking. There is a strong emphasis on practical work, making 
this an ideal choice for students who relish learning by doing 
and experimenting. The course offers you flexible choices in 
that you can specialize in individual areas of  interest.

Entry Requirements
Food Science & Nutrition is best suited to those who have 
studied and gained B or higher grade in GCSE Food and 
Nutrition. Students without this qualification may be 
considered on an individual basis.

It is also desirable to have gained a grade B in Chemistry  
and Biology at IGCSE/GCSE. You must be a well-motivated, 
hard-working and independent learner to gain the best from 
this course.

Course content
You can achieve an Award, Certificate or Diploma in Food 
Science and Nutrition, depending on the number of  following 
units studied:  
Unit 1: Planning to Meet Nutritional Needs (mandatory) 
Unit 2: Developing Practical Food Production Skills  
Unit 3: Ensuring Food is Safe to Eat  
Unit 4: Experimenting to Solve Food Production Problems 
Unit 5: Current Issues in Consumer Food Choice

Subject Partnerships
You should consider taking Food Science & Nutrition in 
combination with the following subjects: PE, Biology, 
Chemistry, Business, Economics and Mathematics.

Assessment
Assessment is through a combination of  projects and case 
studies, catering for different learning styles. The qualifications 
are assessed through Controlled Assessment, internally 
assessed and externally moderated.

Looking Further Ahead
This Level 3 course is accepted for entry to many universities.

Together with other relevant qualifications at Level 3,  
learners will gain the required knowledge to be able to use  
the qualification to support entry to higher education courses 
such as:

these other sciences. It provides a host of  transferable skills: 
geologists are adaptable and creative, linking together complex 
ideas and evidence to draw conclusions and present their 
findings. As a practical subject it combines an enjoyable variety 
of  teaching styles: lab based investigations, hand specimens, 
field visits, theory, applied case studies as well as research and 
presentation work.  

There are a variety of  geology-based careers available for 
geology graduates in the oil industry, civil engineering, natural 
resources and environmental work. However, because of  the 
breadth and variety of  skills involved in a geology degree it is 
also widely valued as a preparation for many other careers. 

Course content and assessment
The 2017 reformed Geology course brings the subject in line 
with the other sciences in terms of  the mathematical demand, 
formalising of  the practical requirements and application of  
knowledge. As a result, practical activities are embedded within 
the learning outcomes of the course. This encourages practical 
activities in the classroom which contribute to the achievement 
of the practical endorsement.  This endorsement is achieved 
through the internal assessment of students’ practical skills as 
demonstrated through tasks completed throughout the course.

Whilst the core content of  the course has remained much 
the same, the emphasis has shifted to include more modern 
developments and ideas, as well as the real world application 
of  the geological principles studied.

Module 1:  Development of  practical skills in geology 
Module 2:  Foundations in geology 
Modules 3: Global tectonics 
Module 4:  Interpreting the past 
Module 5:  Petrology 
Module 6:  Geohazards 
Module 7:  Basin analysis

The course requires students to undertake a minimum of  four 
days of  fieldwork. This should allow to develop proficiency in 
fieldwork skills, apparatus and techniques, and demonstrate 
their competence in practical field geology. At present this 
takes the form of  two days in the Lower Sixth and two in the 
Upper Sixth. The course is examined at the end of  the Upper 
Sixth through three written exams as outlined below. These 
exams will assess content from all modules.

	♦ BSc Human Nutrition
	♦ BSc Public Health Nutrition
	♦ BSc Food Science and Technology.

Possible career paths include employment and career 
progression in nutrition, dietetics, food studies, food 
technologist/development, laboratory work and in the 
catering and hospitality industries.

Geography
Head of Department: Mrs Sarah Collishaw 
Examination Board: AQA

Why study Geography?
Geography is dynamic. ‘There has never been a better or more 
important time to study geography. With growing interest in issues 
such as international conflicts, environmental degradation and social 
cohesion, geography is one of  the most relevant courses you could 
choose to study. Whatever your passion for the world – fascination 
with landscapes or concerns about inequality – geography will 
provide you with knowledge and transferable skills that will reward 
you personally and advance you professionally.’ – Dr Rita Gardner, 
RGS- IBG. There is a natural progression from GCSE and you 
will have the opportunity to develop fieldwork skills and study 
geographical issues and impacts.

Course content and assessment
We study the linear AQA Geography A-level syllabus (7037). 
This will be taught as a two-year course and four days spent 
on fieldwork is a compulsory element. There are three 
components:

Component 1: Physical Geography – this is a 2 ½ hour 
written examination worth 40% of  the marks. Question types 
include a range of  multiple-choice, short answer, response 
and extended prose. Themes studied and assessed are: Coasts, 
Hazards and Water and Carbon Cycles.

Component 2: Human Geography – this is a 2 ½ hour 
written examination worth 40% of  the marks. Question types 
include a range of  multiple-choice, short answer, response and 
extended prose. Themes studied and assessed are: Changing 
Places, Global Systems and Governance and Changing Urban 
Environment.

Component Marks  Length Weighting

Fundamentals  
of  geology (01) 110 2 hour 15 mins 41%

Scientific literacy  
in geology (02) 100 2 hour 15 mins 37%

Practical skills  
in geology (03) 60 1 hour 30 mins 22%

History
Head of Department: Mr Philip Jones 
Examination Board: AQA

Why study History?
The main aim of the History Department is to make the subject 
a source of pleasure and enrichment, one to which students will 
want to return for the rest of their lives. Above all, history should 
be interesting, informative and enjoyable.

History offers a wonderful spectacle of every type of human 
being trying to cope with being alive in the times into which they 
were born. Love, hate, greed, generosity, brilliance, stupidity – all 
human life is there. Our A-level students are regularly challenged 
to broaden their understanding of the subject through wider 
reading and enrichment activities. Discussion is also vitally 
important as it broadens perspectives, introduces new ideas and 
develops critical, analytical and evaluative thinking and writing.

We use technology extensively for independent research, 
collaborative tasks and as an easily accessible repository for class 
materials. This is done via Teams and Microsoft OneNote.

We also focus on making sure students develop the skills they 
will need to be excellent students of history. We teach girls how 
to critically examine evidence, think analytically and evaluatively 
about causation, continuity and change, develop balanced 
arguments and reach supported judgements.

History is an exciting, challenging and extremely rewarding 
subject at A-level. In addition, the A-level is highly regarded 
by university admissions tutors, regardless of  which subject 
you want to study at university. Studying history helps you 
to develop your analytical and evaluation skills. It is also 
immensely interesting and great fun! Our course looks at some 

Component 3: Geography Fieldwork Investigation – 
students complete a 3,000–4,000 word individual investigation 
which must include data collected in the field. It must be based 
on a question or issue defined and developed by the student 
relating to any part of  the specification content studied. It is 
worth 20% of  the final marks; it is marked by teachers and 
moderated by AQA.

Fieldwork: all students are required to undertake four 
compulsory days of  fieldwork during their A-level course. 
We shall use the local environment during the two-year 
course as well as spending a day in London, investigating the 
changes in the Brick Lane area, and a coasts day in Dorset. 
Fieldwork provides an opportunity to investigate further a 
geographical topic or issue and, for Component 3, students 
will be expected to undertake a personal investigation based 
on either a human or physical aspect of  geography, or a 
combination of  both. Please bear in mind that there will be 
an approximate cost of  £250 for fieldwork for this course.

Geology
Head of Department: Mr Jack McNulty 
Examination Board: OCR

Why study Geology?
Are you interested in how our planet has changed over the 
lifetime of  the Earth?  Are you interested in the origin and 
development of  our landscape and how plate tectonics control 
the surface features of  the Earth, earthquakes and volcanoes? 
Do you wonder how we can manage our natural resources 
more sustainably? Geologists are scientific detectives who try 
to reveal the past and anticipate the future of  the Earth. 

Geology attracts people who wish to study the dynamics of  
the Earth we live on, its resources, and the most economic 
and sustainable way to use them. Students who enjoy 
working outdoors, have a good scientific background, and 
are interested in understanding how the world around them 
works, will find the field of  Earth sciences rewarding. Geology 
is one of  the most interdisciplinary and integrated of  the 
Sciences, combining aspects of  chemistry, physics, biology 
and physical geography relevant to the Earth. Studying 
geology will increase your appreciation and understanding of  

fascinating sixteenth and seventeenth-century monarchs, and 
examines important events and ideas that changed our world. 
The units all complement each other and will give you a sound 
understanding of  early modern history. Your knowledge and 
understanding of  the period will be enhanced through seminars 
and lectures given at the school by distinguished academics from 
Bristol and Southampton Universities.

Course content
Paper 1: British period study and enquiry –  
England 1485–1558, the Early Tudors  
(Enquiry topic: Mid Tudor Crises 1547–1558) 
You will study the Tudors and explore the following questions: 
how successful were they? Why were there so many changes to 
the Church and to religion in this period, and what impact did 
these changes have? How serious was the opposition the Tudors 
faced? How did England’s relations with foreign powers change? 
What were the personal strengths and characteristics of each 
Tudor monarch and why did this matter?  

Paper 2: Non–British period study –  
The Cold War in Europe, 1941–1995 
Learners study one unit of non–British history.

Paper 3: Thematic study and historical interpretations – 
Civil Rights in the USA 1865–1992 
Learners study one unit of thematic history, a study over a 
period of at least 100 years, and three in–depth studies of events, 
individuals or issues that are key parts of the theme. Learners will 
develop the ability to treat the whole period thematically, and to 
use their detailed knowledge of the depth study topics to evaluate 
interpretations of the specified key events, individuals or issues.

Paper 4: Topic-based essay (coursework) 
Learners will complete a 3,000–4,000 word essay on a topic 
of their choice, which is likely to arise out of content studied 
elsewhere in the course. This is assessed by the teacher and 
moderated by the examination board.

Assessment
	♦ Paper 1 One and a half  hours paper (25% of  A-level)
	♦ Paper 2 One hour paper (15% of  A-level)
	♦ Paper 3 Two and a half  hours paper (40% of  A-level)
	♦ Paper 4 A 3,000–4,000 word coursework essay  

(20% of A-level)
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Leiths Introductory 
Certificate in Food & Wine
Head of Department: Mr Greg Clarke

This comprehensive and exciting introduction to cooking gives 
you a thorough understanding of  culinary techniques, and 
the chance to explore the science behind them. With training 
in understanding recipes, time management, menu planning, 
food presentation, food safety and hygiene, you will gain a 
solid practical foundation as well as an impressive repertoire 
that will enable you to cook confidently, either independently 
or in a group.

Your course is made up of  40 practical classes, taught mainly 
by your school teacher but also by visiting teachers from 
Leiths School of  Food and Wine in London. The course will 
be hard work. You will need to prepare a plan before each 
session to make sure you are organised and to leave as much 
of  the kitchen time as possible for cooking.

As well as learning an essential toolbox of  cooking skills, you 
will learn to cook a range of  delicious recipes from around 
the world including goujons of  plaice with tartare sauce; duck 
breasts with ginger, chilli and lime; English roast chicken with 
all the trimmings; rack of  lamb with mustard crust; za’atar 
crusted prawns with a bulghar wheat and herb salad; summer 
berry pavlova and homemade ice creams.

By the end of  the course, whether going on to fend for 
yourself  at university, cook for friends and family or cook 
professionally, you will have developed the skills, knowledge, 
confidence and enthusiasm to enjoy a lifelong love of  food  
and cooking.

Course length
Five terms – Lower and Upper Sixth

Assessment
	♦ Continuous classroom assessment

	♦ Coursework focusing on menu planning, writing timeplans 
and informal tests

	♦ 2½ hour practical exam covering dishes cooked during the 
course – assessed by a Leiths teacher

	♦ Expand your horizons and outlook on the world through 
exposure to other cultures and enhance your experience of  
foreign travel

	♦ Increase your understanding of  the priorities of  countries 
that are of  key significance to the future of  the UK

	♦ Put you at an advantage over others in today’s globalised 
labour market, opening up career opportunities in Europe 
and beyond

	♦ Help you to develop such important and transferable skills 
as communication, analysis, problem solving, debate and 
independent and creative thinking

Do not allow yourself  to be deceived into believing  
that all foreigners speak English – 75% of  the world  
does not – and, for those that do, it is to their advantage – not 
yours! Be aware that demand for linguists is high in terms of  
employability: a large number get and keep jobs in the crucial 
first years after university and horizons are much broader than 
the obvious translation or teaching. There are gaps waiting 
for you to fill in journalism, marketing, finance, engineering, 
interpreting – to mention just a few.

The satisfaction of  expressing yourself  and talking about  
the things you really want to in another language is immense. 
Your mind will be broadened through exploring and 
developing your ideas and opinions on a variety of   
stimulating topics.

You will be encouraged to go and practise your languages in 
the relevant countries, either re-visiting former school trip 
haunts with increased independence or by branching out in 
your own right: you may be able to do your work shadowing 
week, or other work experience, in another country.

A comment from one of  our former students: 
‘It’s rewarding to find yourself  talking about modern issues 
and current events and being able to express yourself  in another 
language.’

N.B. Languages currently available in the Sixth Form  
are French and Spanish.

Course content
	♦ Social issues and trends
	♦ Political and artistic culture

	♦ Theory exam on skills learnt and developed throughout 
the course – assessed by a Leiths teacher.

For the most motivated students, this qualification could lead 
to professional employment. Pupils completing this course 
often find employment in the food industry during their gap 
year and beyond, including catering for private clients or in a 
variety of  seasonal jobs in the UK and abroad.

For students with professional ambitions, the successful 
completion of  the Introductory Certificate is a fast track to the 
Leiths Two Term Diploma, a culinary alternative to university.

Benefits of  this course
	♦ Equips you with an important skill for life
	♦ Develops confidence, creativity and maturity
	♦ Enhances your employability
	♦ Improves your time management, organisation  

and team-work skills
	♦ Valuable addition to your CV

Students will still gain a Leiths Certificate in Food and Wine 
but the course will also give them Level 3 Extended Certificate 
in Professional Cookery, which is equivalent to 30 credits.

This course fulfils the requirements for the ‘New Skill’ 
section of  the Duke of  Edinburgh Gold Award, and is an ideal 
additional skill for your UCAS Personal Statement.

Mathematics  
& Further Mathematics
Head of Department: Mr Geoff Smith 
Examination Board: Edexcel

Why study Mathematics?
Studying mathematics improves your logical thought 
processes, enhancing your ability to reason and argue. You 
learn the fundamentals of  proof  and learn to appreciate the 
beauty of  mathematics and the enjoyment gained by tackling 
and succeeding in solving challenging problems. The A-level 
Mathematics course also supports the understanding of  the 
numerical aspects of  many sixth form courses including the 
sciences, Psychology, Economics, and Geography.

	♦ Grammar
	♦ Literary texts and films

Assessment
Paper 1: Listening, reading and writing (2½ hours) 
Paper 2: Writing (2 hours) 
Paper 3: Speaking (23 minutes)

Music
Head of Department: Mr Robin Highcock 
Examination Board: Edexcel

Why study music?
Music is thrilling, busy, thoughtful, demanding and a world 
apart from the daily routine of  school life.  
It is both scholarly and practical; it is highly regarded by 
universities who recognise the dedication that is required 
of  musicians as well as the cultural breadth that a musical 
education has given them.

Course Content
You will play, compose and listen to music. 

Performance: You will give a public recital on your main 
instrument of  one or more pieces lasting at least 8–12 minutes.

Composition: You will carry on composing pieces in 
your own style as you did at GCSE. You will produce one 
composition. You will also learn the principles of  formal 
harmony, producing a short piece of  music in a style set by  
the board.

Listening: In the third part of  the course, you will study a 
wide range of  music from the following categories: Vocal 
Music, Instrumental Music, Music for Film, Popular Music 
and Jazz, Fusions and New Directions. You will analyse 
pieces of  music in depth as well as learning about the 
historical periods in which their composers lived.

Assessment
Performance (30%) One recital of  at least eight minutes on 
first instrument, recorded and assessed externally

Composition (30%) One piece of  free composition lasting 4 

Mathematics is very highly regarded by universities and by 
employers. It is preferred in a number of  subject areas including 
natural sciences (especially physics and engineering), computer 
science, economics and medicine. Any students considering 
reading mathematics, engineering, physical sciences, computer 
science or economics at the leading universities should consider 
taking the Further Mathematics course. Mathematics is arguably 
one of  the most flexible of  all degrees, leaving graduates with an 
unsurpassed range of  openings. Many of  our Lower Sixth study 
Mathematics so, if  you enjoy the subject and are expecting to 
gain a high grade at GCSE, why not join us!

Course content
Mathematics:

Pure Mathematics, including algebra, geometry,  
calculus – differentiation.

Applied Mathematics (Mechanics and Statistics)

Further Mathematics:

Pure Mathematics.  
Including complex numbers and formal proof.

Applied Mathematics.  
(Mechanics, Statistics and Decision Maths)

Assessment
All modules are assessed at the end of  the Upper Sixth by 
means of  examination papers; there is no coursework element. 
All modules allow the use of  standard calculators or graphic 
calculators.

Modern Languages 
(French, and Spanish)
Head of Department: Ms Nathalie Monediere 
Examination Board: AQA

Why study Modern Languages?
The question is not ‘Why on earth should languages be  
useful to me?’ but ‘Why on earth would they not be?’  
Studying a foreign language and the culture of  the people  
who speak it will:

minutes and two pieces of  stylistic composition each lasting at 
least 1 minute (marked externally)

Listening (40%) (marked externally) 

One written paper lasting 2 hours

Performing Arts (BTEC)
Head of Department: Mrs Rebecca Houston 
Examination Board: Pearson/Edexcel

Why study BTEC Performing Arts?
This is a tremendously exciting and vibrant course, which 
challenges you to commit to the discipline and art of  live 
performance in the context of  a level three qualification. 
You may be a passionate and experienced performer who is 
considering going on to work in the industry, in which case 
this course will allow you to develop your skills to a higher 
level and help prepare you for drama schools far more fully 
than a traditional A-level. You might be someone who enjoys 
drama at GCSE and wants to pursue it as part of  a balanced 
study of  A-levels, or you might be fascinated by the technical 
aspects of  the performing arts and wish to work practically  
to develop your expertise. If  so, this is the course for you.

You will study a wide range of  contemporary practitioners and 
techniques during the course, and of  course you have access to 
the wonderful Blackledge Theatre, where you will be able to 
perform frequently throughout the course.

Course Content
You will study four units during the course, three of  
which are mandatory and one of  which is chosen by us 
from a selection of  options. You are assessed through 
practical exploration, written assessment and performance 
examinations. This is a practical training in the performing 
arts, not a theoretical course of  study. The course has 
the same UCAS value as a traditional two-year A-level 
qualification, has the same number of  teaching hours each 
week as any other A-level course and can be taught directly 
alongside other subjects. Depending on the areas of  study 
you wish to pursue, you can customize elements of  the 
course to suit your strengths and interests.
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Assessment
Unit 1 – Investigating Practitioner’s Work You will 
investigate the work of  performing arts practitioners and 
develop critical analysis skills and contextual understanding 
of  how practitioners communicate themes in their work. 
This unit will give you skills in research, critical analysis and 
extended writing that will support your progress  
to higher education.

Unit 2 – Developing Skills And Techniques For Live 
Performance You will explore technical performance skills 
with a focus on developing skills and techniques in at least 
two performance styles. The skills you gain in this unit will 
prepare you for progression to further study, training or higher 
education by equipping you with practical and technical skills 
key to your development as  
a performer.

Unit 3 – Group Performance Workshop You will explore 
and integrate creative, physical and vocal skills and 
techniques, working collaboratively to create a performance 
in response to a given stimulus. The work may be in a single 
discipline or combine elements of  dance, acting, musical 
theatre and variety.

Unit 4 – Your Optional Unit A fourth unit will be chosen 
from the following titles, by negotiation: Interpreting Classical 
Texts For Performance, Acting Styles, Developing The Voice 
For Performance, Improvisation, Movement In Performance, 
Musical Theatre Techniques and Variety Performance.

Physical Education (PE)
Head of Academic PE: Mrs Sarah Pokai 
Examination Board: OCR

Why Study Physical Education?
Studying A-level Physical Education will give you a fantastic 
insight into the amazing world of  sports performance. It 
covers the physiology, psychology and sociology aspects 
of  sport and provides an in-depth understanding of  how 
you can improve your performance and coaching through 
application of  the theory. It is particularly useful if  you wish 
to further your studies in sports science, sports medicine, 

Psychology
Head of Department: Mrs Stephanie Forward 
Examination Board: AQA

Why study Psychology?
As the scientific study of  mind and behaviour, Psychology will 
give you a fascinating insight into many of  the internal and 
external influences on our mental processes and behaviour. As 
a student of  psychology you will enjoy discussing the varied 
explanations for the human behaviours that we all display 
and also some slightly less day-to-day behaviours, such as 
committing crimes or having OCD. You will find answers to 
questions such as: Why do we follow the crowd so readily? 
What causes psychological disorders? What is actually going 
on in my brain when I am thinking? What influence does our 
experience in early life have on how we turn out as adults? Are 
we the product of  our genes or our experience? Some of  these 
will be scientifically proven fact, while others will be theories 
based on a certain amount of  evidence. You will learn how to 
evaluate these theories by looking at the evidence.

Psychology will allow you to improve a whole range of  
academic skills such as critical analysis, scientific research skills 
and essay writing. It will also increase your understanding of  
human behaviour in a way that will benefit you throughout 
life, regardless of  whether you continue the subject beyond 
A-level. The content of  Psychology has cross-overs with a 
range of  subjects; it combines well with arts, humanities and 
STEM subjects.

Psychology is well received at all universities; most accept 
it as a science. Career prospects for psychology graduates 
are very good as the skills gained are highly transferrable. 
Specific careers in psychology include clinical psychologist, 
forensic psychologist, occupational psychologist, educational 
psychologist, counselling psychologist and sports 
psychologist. The subject is also highly rated by employers in 
business, marketing, the media and teaching.

Course content
The A-level syllabus covers a broad range of  topics within 
Psychology. The compulsory topics include: Social psychology 
(how we are influenced by the presence and actions of  

sports psychology, physiotherapy, teaching or sport and leisure 
management. Careers in sport are rapidly increasing to include 
performance, coaching, management, marketing and business 
in both the UK and USA.

Course Content
A-level PE has been highly successful with 100% of  students 
achieving A–D in 2018.  Students follow the new OCR 
A-level syllabus. A-level PE includes the study of  Applied 
Anatomy and Physiology, Exercise Physiology, Biomechanical 
Movement, Skill Acquisition, Sports Psychology, Sport and 
Society and the Role of  Technology in Physical Activity and 
Sport. They will also complete a non-exam assessment: one 
practical performance, as either a coach or a performer in an 
activity, and one performance analysis task.

Assessment
Assessment is 70% theory 30% practical. Students will 
complete a four hour assessment split over three examination 
papers (2 x 1 hour and 1 x 2 hour) taken at the end of  the two 
year course. They will also complete a non-exam assessment: 
one practical performance, as either a coach or a performer in 
an activity, and one performance analysis task.

Students may be required to attend a moderation  
day where they will be assessed in their sports as well as in 
their oral response.

Physics
Head of Department: Mr Rob Pocklington 
Examination Board: AQA

Why study Physics?
Some things are big things, like galaxies. Some things are small 
things, like quarks. Physics not only allows you to measure and 
predict the behaviour of  both of  these entities, but everything 
in between.

As Isaac Newton nearly said, ‘being good at physics is about 
standing on the shoulders of  giants and looking that little bit 
further’, and in A-level Physics we get to meet those giants, and 
view the world from their perspective. Within the first term of  
A-level Physics it is possible for students to ask questions to which 

others); Memory (how it works and why it doesn’t always 
work so well); Attachment (why early relationships between 
infants and caregivers might be so important for later life); 
Psychopathology (what causes mental illness and how it 
can be treated) and Biopsychology (the biology behind 
our behaviour). There are also topics chosen from a list of  
options. These are subject to change, but include Forensic 
psychology (profiling of  offender characteristics, why someone 
commits crime and how we deal with offending behaviour), 
Relationships (how they are formed and why they often break 
down), and Stress (what happens in our bodies when we are 
under stress, how this affects health and what we can do about 
it). Throughout the course you will learn about the different 
ways that psychologists carry out research, and will practise 
using many of  these methods yourself.

Religious Studies
Head of Department: Dr Rachel Lidgett 
Examination Board: OCR

Why study Religious Studies?
The course offers students the chance to think critically and 
engage with relevant and important issues that are at the 
forefront of  debate in the 21st century. Philosophy has been 
described as a ‘quintessentially modern discipline’ The Times 
and its virtue lies in that it teaches not what to think but how 
to think. If  you have an interest in philosophical and ethical 
issues, people and why people are religious then this subject 
could be for you. RS is highly regarded by universities for its 
ability to develop high level analytical and evaluative skills 
that are applicable to a variety of  disciplines. It helps you 
understand what constitutes a sound argument and how to 
construct persuasive arguments of  your own by marshalling 
evidence, expressing logical reasoning clearly and reaching 
justified conclusions, both orally and in writing. Additionally, 
it offers insight into the principles that underpin our political, 
legal and moral systems. Ideal preparation for the demands 
of  university study, the course complements a wide range 
of  A-levels in the arts and sciences. Studying A-level RS can 
assist entry to a diverse range of  university courses such 
as medicine, the bio-sciences, law, psychology, philosophy, 
theology, development and area studies, history, sociology 

there are yet no answers, either within or beyond the A-level 
specification. If  you want to ask those big questions, and in the 
future do your bit towards answering them, then Physics is for 
you. If  you want to express your creativity with the prospect of  
clear rights and wrongs then Physics is for you. If  you want to 
exercise logic, and be guided by intuition, then Physics is for you. 
If  you want an A-level that is very highly regarded, challenging, 
and provides a range of  transferrable and desirable, skills, then 
Physics is for you.

Modern life relies on physics in many ways. The ubiquitous 
internet can only function by the extreme levels of  control 
exerted over light and electrons by devices that physics bring 
to life. The success of  mobile phones relies on only two things, 
physics and the human need for social interaction. Many 
branches of  medicine rely on the production and detection 
of  sound, electromagnetic or nuclear radiation, all of  which 
demand the input of  physicists. Almost all engineering around 
the world is just physics with more money, and a deliverable 
outcome. All of  these applications of  physics, while handy to 
have and great achievements in their own right, do not express 
the fundamental enjoyment of  looking at the world through the 
lens that physics gives you.

Course content
	♦ Particles and radiation
	♦ Waves
	♦ Mechanics and materials
	♦ Electricity
	♦ Further mechanics and thermal physics
	♦ Magnetic, electric and gravitational fields
	♦ Nuclear Physics
	♦ Astrophysics

Assessment
Assessment is via three written papers, each lasting 2 hours. 
Each paper examines a specific subset of  the course content 
plus knowledge of  practical experiments, situations and 
techniques including error analysis.

and religious studies. Prospective medical students find the 
medical ethics topics very useful and budding lawyers enjoy 
the chance to develop their skills in presenting arguments. 
It is not necessary to have completed a GCSE in Religious 
Studies to study the subject at A-level. 

Course Content
Paper 1 Philosophy of Religion – An introduction to ancient 
Greek philosophical thought; the nature of  the soul, mind and 
body; arguments about the existence of  god; the nature of  
religious experience; the challenge for religious belief  of  the 
problem of  evil; ideas about the nature of  god and issues in 
religious language.

Paper 2 Religious Ethics – A study of  ethical theories 
including Utilitarianism and Kant; the application of  ethical 
theories to euthanasia, sexual ethics and business ethics; 
debates about ethical language and the idea of  conscience, 
including the views of  Aquinas and Freud.

Paper 3 Developments in Christian Thought – Historical 
and theological understandings of  the person of  Jesus 
Christ; Christian ethics; the changing roles of  women in 
society and feminist approaches to theology; a study of  
the ideas and impact of  Dietrich Bonhoeffer; Liberation 
Theology and Marx; the challenges posed by secularism and 
how developments in philosophy and politics have shaped 
Christian belief; Christianity and its relations with other faiths; 
understandings of  human nature in the context of  the purpose 
of  life, the self  and immortality; natural and revealed theology, 
including the relationship between faith and reason.

Assessment
There will be three examination papers at the end of  the 
course each of  2 hours. There is no coursework.
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next steps
16+ Entry Requirements

Godolphin has a bespoke assessment which 
your daughter will be invited to complete 
approximately 12 months prior to entry.

Sixth Form entry is based on an interview and 
written papers, usually in each of  a candidate’s 
proposed Sixth Form subjects. We also ask her 
existing Head for a reference and, if  taking  
(I)GCSE examinations, she will be expected to 
gain a minimum of  five subjects at grade B/5 or 
above with a minimum of  A/7 grades in those 
subjects she expects to study in the Sixth Form.

Visit Godolphin Sixth to learn more 
about our exceptional teachers and 

tour our excellent facilities. Meet 
with our Head of  Sixth Form, 
Julian Leang and our Deputy 

Head Academic, Chris Hillman 
For more information contact our  

Head of  Admissions, Corinna Florence on  
florencec@godolphin.org or 01722 430545,  

or visit our website to book onto  
one of  our Snapshot Mornings


