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Dear Parents, Guardians, Students and Staff 

Welcome back to School.

After almost six months we can finally re-open. As we look
forward to the new academic year we extend a warm
welcome, especially to all our new students. It is exciting to
be bringing the whole Godolphin community back together
again.

School life needs to resume; the importance of returning to
the classroom cannot be underestimated. We are keen to
return to the core business of teaching and learning and
helping all our students to make progress and feel
supported.  Important too is the wellbeing of everyone within
our community and we are especially mindful of the
potentially negative impact of lockdown. Now is the time to
re-build and re-energise our school so that we can continue
to support everyone whilst at the same time doing our utmost
to make our school environment safe.

It is natural to feel apprehensive but we have been working
hard preparing the site and planning for the start of term for
many weeks now. We are ready. I would like to thank the
Senior Management Team and the Estates Department in
particular for their contributions to this guide.

This guide is detailed and I make no apology for this. You
need to have all the information and to know that Godolphin
has analysed the Government guidance with great care in
order to formulate our re-opening plan. But of course, the
situation continues to be fluid and we may have to add
measures or adapt our approach if new guidance emerges at
any point.

Keep us informed if you have travelled anywhere that
necessitates quarantine measures. Equally, it remains
important to let us know if anyone in your family presents
with possible Coronavirus symptoms. If we work together,
we can minimise the risk to all within our community and
instead get on with the important business of education.  

Yours sincerely,

Letter from The Head

Head



Back to School

We are all getting used to the phrase ‘the new normal’. Godolphin is open in September for all
year groups from Early Years to Upper Sixth and as many of our boarders who can return safely
and have completed quarantine regulations, will be back. We will have a full academic programme
running and extracurricular activities will start where possible.

Our aim is to put effective measures in place which ensure that all students can flourish and
progress. In welcoming all students back in September, we are minimising the number of contacts
that a student has as part of implementing a system of controls to reduce the risk of transmission
of Coronavirus. 

From March until the end of July, Godolphin remained open for key workers’ children and all of the
Prep School, alongside Fifth Year and Upper Sixth who were invited back as permitted by the
Government guidelines. Staff have been developing safe practices following Government advice
from Public Health England and the Department for Education. We understand you may be
anxious about your daughter’s return and at Godolphin, we have taken a series of measures as
outlined below, to enhance everyone’s safety and wellbeing.

This is very much a working document as official guidance changes. Therefore, all our Covid
measures will be reviewed and adapted on an ongoing basis.

Mrs Hattersley will be addressing new parents virtually, which will be sent to you on Monday 7
September. 



Buses will run from Tuesday 8 September. Godolphin intends to run five bus
routes that will cover a range of areas including Andover, Fordingbridge,
Shaftesbury, Twyford and Winchester. Face coverings and hand sanitiser are
obligatory on School transport.

All bookings for our School bus routes should now be made via our new online
booking system, which can be accessed at godolphin.vectare.co.uk.

The Transport & Travel brochure for Godolphin can be found here.

Start of Term Arrangements

For the first week of School arrangements, please follow the appropriate year group links below:

First Year
Second Year
Third Year
Fourth Year
Fifth Year
Lower Sixth
Upper Sixth

On Friday 11 September, girls are asked to wear ribbons/hair accessories in their House colour.
As a reminder for new parents, the House colours are: Douglas: red; Hamilton: yellow; Methuen:
blue

Parents may not come into Houses or into School except by appointment, nor
may parents congregate at the School gates. Please remain in your car, drop
and go. Your daughter will need to wash her hands with soap and warm water
and go to her tutor room.

Please follow the same guidelines that are in place for the morning drop-off.

http://godolphin.vectare.co.uk/
https://www.godolphin.org/school-life/travel
https://www.godolphin.org/resources/downloads/First-Years.pdf
https://www.godolphin.org/resources/downloads/Second-Years.pdf
https://www.godolphin.org/resources/downloads/Third-Years.pdf
https://www.godolphin.org/resources/downloads/Fourth-Years.pdf
https://www.godolphin.org/resources/downloads/Fifth-Years.pdf
https://www.godolphin.org/resources/downloads/Lower-Sixth.pdf
https://www.godolphin.org/resources/downloads/Upper-Sixth.pdf


Godolphin Health & Hygiene Measures

There is increased signage to reinforce these key messages to students. On the first day of term,
full guidance will be given to students on how to be vigilant and alert to symptoms and the ways in
which the virus can be spread. Additional supplies of hygiene materials such as sprays and wipes,
have been procured and are placed in all spaces where students and staff will be based.

We do encourage all girls to bring their own hand sanitiser and to use this on arrival at each
lesson. At the end of each lesson, teachers will ask the girls to wipe down their area with sanitiser
provided by the School.

Cleaning staff are cleaning key areas such as bathrooms
and touchpoints like keypads more frequently than usual.

The School has carried out a deep clean
throughout the site before the students return.

On arrival, everyone should wash their hands with soap and
water and do so frequently during the day. Hand sanitisers are
available for frequent use.

CATCH IT BIN IT KILL IT 

All members of the School community need to take responsibility for additional hygiene measures.



All teachers and house staff have been issued with face visors for use in class which will enable
the girls to see their facial expressions and other non-verbal means of communication.

In addition to placing the girls in class or year group bubbles in accordance with Government
guidance, there are signs, posters about hygiene, marks on the ground, and meal times and
breaks will be staggered.

All students and staff are required to wear a face covering when
moving around the site. They are not currently required in lessons.

Godolphin Social Distancing Measures

Social distancing is encouraged.

Measures are in place to maximise hygiene
protocol and social distancing in the Boarding
Houses.

In classrooms, all desks face forward and there is a 2m gap between
staff and student desks; staff will need to refrain from walking around the
class.

Your daughter should also bring her own, clearly named, water
bottle. There are water fountains around the School site. Your
daughter must bring her own pencil case, laptop and headphones.
She must not share these with any other student. Nor must she ask
any other student if she can borrow her belongings.



The biggest change is that there will be no self-service and all meals
will be plated (breakfast, lunch and supper). Meals must be eaten in
bubbles and break and lunch times have been amended to enable all
pupils to move through the dining rooms with plenty of time in between
for sanitising.  The menus are slightly different this term as the choice
will be reduced. However there are two hot options every day, a choice
of two salad boxes, pudding, fruit pots and yogurt pots. For those pupils
with a later lunch time, we are providing more substantial food during
their break. Special dietary requirements can still be catered for.

Other materials your daughter may need, for example in Science, Art or
Design Technology, will be carefully managed with key implements
being sterilised between lessons or ‘quarantined’ over night before
being used by another student. School departments are updating their
risk assessments and practices with coronavirus in mind.

Café 1726 is open (restricted hours) for takeaway only and all
payments must be contactless. If your daughter wishes to use the café,
please ensure she has the ability to make a contactless payment (via
card or phone).

Godolphin Social Distancing Measures cont./



Academic Overview

A full academic curriculum will be delivered.

The majority of lessons will be based in a single room to reduce movement and potential for
cross contamination.

Subjects requiring specialist teaching space or equipment will take place in appropriate rooms
(eg Art, Science, Design and Technology, Music, Food, PE).

Students will be taught in teaching groups in all subjects. This would normally be the case in
the majority of subjects, but will also now apply for English, Science, Maths and Modern
Languages while we are required to maintain bubbles and minimise mixing.

Break and lunchtimes will be staggered to remove pressure on boarding houses, dining areas
and communal spaces such as locker rooms.

Structure of the day
The arrangement of lessons and breaks has been adapted to avoid mixing, to maintain bubbles,
and to allow the appropriate use of the shared spaces. Click here for year group timetables.

Academic Provision/Online Learning
Students will achieve most by being in school and in lessons, this is a more dynamic environment,
with more immediate two-way feedback and allows for more rapid delivery of a wider range of
activities. Physical attendance needs to be prioritised wherever possible. Where this is not
possible, through imposed self-isolation of individuals or cohorts we will be able to smoothly
switch to remote lessons or a combination of remote and physical lessons as we did at the
beginning of lockdown. 

Timetabled Lessons
All year groups will continue a full academic programme, including teaching by subject specialists
and making use of the specialist facilities that we would normally provide. Some lesson activities
will be adapted to take into account the prevailing guidance, and classroom layouts will be
adapted. There is no requirement to distance between students, except where room layouts
permit, but staff will be distanced. Student timetables are available on the student portal, and will
supersede teaching group information sent out at the end of last term.

First to Third Year:

Fourth to Upper Sixth:
A full academic curriculum will be delivered, including options, by specialist teachers.

Rooming may be unusual to allow teaching group room use for lower years.

Break and lunchtimes will be staggered to remove pressure on boarding houses, dining areas and
communal spaces such as locker rooms.

https://www.godolphin.org/school-life/back-to-school/year-group-timetable


Languages:
All the normal provision for Modern Languages will be available, Spanish ab initio will continue to
run in Third Year, and likewise additional French in Second and Third Year. The timetable
changes that will be required to enable this will be in place and students will be aware of the
situation.

Latin and Classical Civilisation:
Both will continue to run, with students in First and Second Year developing a grounding in both
subjects, either on a rotation basis, or through separate lessons. In Third Year students will focus
on either Latin or Classical Civilisation as would be normal at this stage in their education.

Examination Changes:
Due to the disruption to the last academic year OFQUAL consulted and published changes to the
examination or assessment requirements in some subjects for June 2021 Assessment. The full
details of the OFQUAL subject changes are available here. We will keep parents and students
informed of the changes once term has started.

Assessment and reporting:
Assessment in First Year to Fourth Year and Lower Sixth is planned to continue as normal in the
coming year, with in class assessments being completed and informing grades. We will publish
the reporting calendar at the start of the year as normal.

Fifth Year students will have mocks as normal in January, but their ongoing assessment grades
will continue to be recorded carefully and consistently to ensure that we maintain evidence of
progress and achievement. Continual assessment will also be used to highlight strengths and
weaknesses following work during lockdown, and to adapt the taught curriculum as necessary.

Upper Sixth students will be sitting in-class assessments, to inform teaching and to further support
the end of year exam evidence used to form and adapt UCAS grades. These will happen through
September, and subject staff will keep students informed of the schedule. This evidence will be
used in addition to (not instead of) the end of Lower Sixth exams. The Upper Sixth mock exams
will happen in February as normal. Continual assessment will also be used to highlight strengths
and weaknesses following work during lockdown, and to adapt the taught curriculum as
necessary.

In all relevant years we will continue to collect and store the attainment evidence we held this year
to inform the Centre Assessed Grades. We will be prepared for a similar repeat use of teacher
assessment grades, however unlikely that may be.

We will continue a similar Parents’ Evening schedule to normal, in a virtual format allowing remote
attendance. We will publish the schedule at the start of term.

Academic Overview cont./

https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/proposed-changes-to-the-assessment-of-gcses-as-and-a-levels-in-2021


We are running almost the entire extracurricular programme – sport, culture, drama, relaxing
activities, debating - even CCF on Tuesday evening for Third Years and above. However, the
need to keep students in their bubbles and maximum group sizes mean there are some significant
limitations on what and how we run the extracurricular programme. Fun Cookery will only be open
to 8 girls from 1A, for example, on a certain day and for a limited number of weeks in order to
provide the opportunity for 1B and 1C to participate later in the term. Details of how to sign up for
activities to follow.

Over the year, we hope all girls get to enjoy the activities of their choice. The Government
requirements put severe limitations on some activities - such as orchestra, choir and team sports -
which traditionally require mixing with girls from other classes and other year groups.

Sports
Godolphin will follow closely the guidance laid down by the Department for
Education and National Governing Bodies for sports. Contact sports are not
currently permitted and at the time of writing there is no Government-approved
plan for netball for example. The Sports Department is adapting its programme
to continue to offer a wide range of physical activities, including lacrosse,
swimming, running and tennis.

School matches
Sadly these cannot take place for the time being.  As soon as the Government
allows this and we are sure the systems in place are safe, then we will look to
participate in competitive sport between schools.

In the meantime, the Sports department is running training and conditioning
sessions on Saturdays and will issue a schedule for this at the start of the term.
Please keep an eye on the Sports Portal.

Co-curricular Provision

For the first half of the Autumn Term, PE lessons will include: lacrosse, tennis, football, cricket,
rounders, basketball, health related exercise and swimming. All games have been modified to
avoid contact.

https://www.godolphinsports.org/Default.asp


Student bubbles
Students in the First to Third Years are based in their teaching group rooms and
are looked after by the year group tutor team and the Head of Year. They will
have Teams tutor time too with their regular tutor. Fourth Years to Upper Sixth are
based in their tutor groups and follow their usual timetables. Please contact your
daughter’s tutor as the first point of contact. Students should go to their form/tutor
room upon arrival and remain within their bubbles during the School day including
at breaktimes, lunchtimes and prep. Each individual year group has the same
break and lunch timings but we are asking students to remain socially distanced
from other bubbles. There are three marquees for the students to use where
social distancing can be achieved within year groups.

Belongings
We ask that students do not gather in boarding Houses or locker areas
unnecessarily. Boarders should keep all their books and belongings in their
dorms. Sarums should only bring in what they need for each day please and if
possible, carry it with them. If this is not possible, limited access to locker rooms
will be provided within bubbles. Your daughter should have a fully charged
laptop/device with her each day. Charging lockers are available in houses but
once again, access to these will need to be monitored. Please provide a
combination lock padlock with 7mm diameter shackle thickness and minimum
25mm drop for the charging locker.

Welfare

Boarding houses
In order to comply with the Covid-restrictions, parents are not be allowed into the
boarding houses. In order for the house staff to help the girls with their belongings, we
would be grateful if you could stick to the drop off times as advised. Personal
belongings must be kept to a minimum. Wall hangings, posters and rugs are not
allowed. To maintain the year group bubbles, each year group will have dorms on the
same corridors. There will be a reduced number of students per room. Wherever
possible, we have tried to place students of the same status together, ie weekly,
midweek.

Boarders will have activities in their bubbles. Each bubble is assigned a social space.
Each bubble has a designated time to use the kitchen facilities and the staff will
disinfect the area between each use.



Quarantine within boarding house
If your daughter requires quarantine, please let Mrs Jenny Price know and we will
arrange this on her arrival at School for 14 days. In order to comply with the
regulations, your daughter will need to fill in a passenger locator form and fill in the
school address. A designated single room with nearby bathroom facilities will be
provided with food and washing delivered and online lessons can be accessed.

Health Centre
The Health Centre is operating via a booking service. Students need to book an
appointment via the House Matron. The School doctor will provide online
appointments. Medical emergencies will be dealt with in the usual way. A nurse is on
site from 8am until 6pm and on call at all other times. Should we have a suspected
case of Covid-19, the Health Centre will become a Covid secure unit with 24/7 care
using the necessary PPE and all other medical appointments will move to Brome.
Advice will be sought from the local health protection team and we will engage with
the test, track and trace system.

Weekends, exeat weekends and half term
All boarders are expected to be in School for the first weekend of term, the focus is on
wellbeing. While we recommend that all our international boarders make plans to stay
with their UK guardians during exeat weekends and half term, the School will remain
open to look after students for whom this is not possible. Please note that we strongly
advise all pupils to remain in the UK at half term.

Welfare cont./

http://godolphin.org/
https://www.gov.uk/provide-journey-contact-details-before-travel-uk


Frequently Asked Questions

they and their household (including any siblings) contacts will need to continue to self-isolate
non-household close contacts ie if they have been in close, face to face contact with someone
who has tested positive for the virus should self-isolate for 14 days from when they first
developed symptoms.  Advice will be sought from the local health protection team as to who in
school needs to self-isolate
engage with the NHS Test, Track and Trace process
if well enough, engage with our online learning programme via Teams

Do I have to send my child back to School?
Wiltshire has a very low rate of infection as a county. The School has a wonderful team of
cleaning staff, with strong leadership and a positive ethos of health and safety. It is the
Government’s requirement that students attend school; any student not attending except in cases
of authorised absence will be recorded as absent. Students who are still overseas but attending
lessons online will be considered to have authorised absence.

What if my daughter is ill?
If anyone in your household is showing signs of possible COVID-19 or if your daughter is ill or has
a temperature above normal, please do not send her in to School. It is vital that you then follow
PHE guidelines and notify Reception so that we can follow the Government’s test, track and trace
guidance.

If your daughter is ill and cannot attend School, please telephone the School Reception on 01722
430500 before 8.30am on the first day of absence and every day thereafter.

What will happen if there is a suspected case of Covid in the Godolphin community?
Anyone who displays symptoms should arrange to have a test to check if they have Coronavirus.
If they test negative, they and their household contacts can end their self-isolation.

If they test positive:

What will happen if there is a confirmed case of covid at Godolphin?
A Sarum or a domestic boarder will be isolated with immediate effect in the Health Centre cared
for by nurses using PPE and should return home as soon as possible and follow the guidance for
households with possible coronavirus infection. On returning home, the household should begin a
period of whole household isolation for 14 days.

If an International boarder tests positive, the student will be isolated in the Health Centre and
looked after 24/7 by the nursing staff using appropriate PPE. Advice will be sought from the local
health protection team as to who in School needs to self-isolate.

https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/testing-and-tracing/get-a-test-to-check-if-you-have-coronavirus/


Frequently Asked Questions

Will my daughter have her temperature checked each day?
We do not intend to carry out mass temperature checks each day but each boarding house and
the Health Centre have a non-contact thermometer to check temperatures as necessary.

Will my daughter be tested at School?
We do not intend to carry out mass testing upon arrival. There are several reasons for this, one
being the relatively low accuracy rate in many of the private tests that are available. However, we
will continue to monitor this position and take guidance from both Public Health England and the
School doctor.

Are face coverings essential?
All students and staff are required to wear a face covering when moving around the site. They are
not currently required in lessons.

Will all girls wear their full uniform?
All girls are expected to wear uniform on days when they do not have sport either as a timetabled
lesson or an extracurricular activity. On these days, she should wear her Godolphin sports kit. She
should bring spare trainers for use in School buildings to avoid bringing in mud from the pitches.

Will she have a locker?
Every student in First to Fifth Year will have a charging locker located in their boarding house and
a space for their belongings in Walters, Cooper or GLR. Girls must only bring what they need for
each day as use of these will be limited.

How can she charge her laptop during the day?
Students must bring a fully charged laptop each day but in an emergency, can charge their device
over lunch.

What to bring everyday (all items must be labelled):
Water bottle
Hand sanistiser for personal use
Face covering
Books, stationery and any equipment which you need for the day
Laptop (fully charged)
Headphones
Coat



Frequently Asked Questions

The Risk Assessment for returning to School during COVID-19 can be found on our website. This
will be kept under regular review.

Will there be School trips?
For the time being, all residential trips are banned by the Department for Education. Some day
trips are permissible, but we need to consider other risk factors such as transport to see how
viable these are in reality.  You and your daughters will be informed of each trip as and when they
take place, unless it is a simple activity such as a walk into town to do some research or Art.

May I come and watch sport at Godolphin?
No, parents must still operate on the ‘drop and go’ system as required by the Government, and
not congregate at the School gates. That said, we look forward to welcoming you back on campus
as soon as we are able to do so.

https://www.godolphin.org/school-life/back-to-school/risk-assessment-for-return
https://www.godolphin.org/school-life/back-to-school/risk-assessment-for-return


Contact Us

Head

Mrs Emma Hattersley, head@godolphin.org

PA to Head

Mrs Elly Brooking, brookinge@godolphin.org

Senior Deputy Head

Mr Richard Dain, dainr@godolphin.org

Deputy Head Academic

Dr Chris Hillman, hillmanc@godolphin.org

Deputy Head Pastoral

Mrs Jenny Price, pricej@godolphin.org

School Business Manager

Ms Alex D'Arcy-Irvine, darcy-irvinea@godolphin.org

Head of Sixth

Mr David Hallen, hallend@godolphin.org

Head of Upper School

Mrs Nicola Daubeney, daubeneyn@godolphin.org

School House

Ms Stella Jones, joness@godolphin.org

Cooper House

Mrs Miranda Edouard, edouardm@godolphin.org

Walters House

Mrs Reyes Avila, avilar@godolphin.org
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