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What is a BTEC Qualification?
BTEC qualifications are suitable for a wide range of students. They encourage and recognise achievement in students, some of whom may not be getting the most out of ‘traditional’ academic study. Those who enjoy hands-on, practical work with plenty of real-life situations tend to find stimulation and success through BTEC qualifications.

There is no fixed entry point for BTEC. For example, you don’t have to have achieved a BTEC First before doing a BTEC National. The school sets its own entrance criteria. 

What are Vocational Qualifications?

Vocational qualifications are nationally recognised qualifications. They are different from traditional GCSE and A Levels because they are linked to a particular area of work.

What makes vocational Qualifications different?

Students develop skills, knowledge and understanding in the vocational area they are studying.  Each vocational course is made up of a number of units, allowing students to build up their qualification in stages.  Students are assessed heavily through coursework.  Students produce evidence for their key skills qualification through their

vocational course.  Students take responsibility for their own learning by planning their work, doing research and regularly reviewing their progress. Vocational courses are not easier; they just suit a different kind of learner.

A straightforward structure

· Each BTEC is made up of a number of units. For example, a BTEC First 2012 has 4 units. 
· In order to achieve each unit, your projects have to show achievement against a set of outcomes. 
· You will have the option to complete projects either as part of a group or individually, with the option for work placement in many programmes. 
· BTECs are not exam-based qualifications although there is 20% of the new qualification externally assessed.
· The projects that you do form the basis of unit results and an overall result. 

· You are able to spread your learning over a number of years, allowing you to build your skills more gradually. 
Overview of the level 2 Qualifications and Structure 
· BTEC Certificate 
· BTEC Extended Certificate
· BTEC National Diploma
Grading that’s easy to understand

· BTEC units are graded individually; each unit is graded Pass, Merit or Distinction, according to how you perform against a set of criteria. 
· Once you have completed all units, Edexcel calculates an overall Pass, Merit or Distinction grade. A distinction is equivalent to an A grade GCSE a Merit is a B and a pass is equivalent to a C grade GCSE

Qualifications currently on offer at Godolphin
BTEC Nationals in IT
BTEC Nationals in Performing Arts
A full copy of the specification and requirements for any of the above courses can be viewed at www.edexcel.com alternatively speak to the relevant subject teacher who will be able to help.
A guide to BTEC levels 
	Qualification
	Description

	BTEC First from 2012
	This is a one/two year full-time course worth 1 GCSE at grade A* - C or if passed at Level 1 GCSE grade D.  They allow you to progress onto further courses, training or work. This level is ideal if you have mainly GCSE D. The course is assessed through mini -coursework assessments. And an externally set task (exam, controlled assessment)

	BTEC National Award
	This is a two year course, similar to doing an A-level. This course is worth UCAS points and can lead to higher education. The course is assessed through coursework.

	BTEC National

Certificate and Diploma
	These are two year courses. The certificate is the same as two

A-levels, whereas the diploma is worth three. The courses are more practical than A-levels and allow you to specialise in a particular area in which you are strong. The courses can lead directly into work or into higher education. The courses are assessed through coursework.


What are Levels 1, 2 and 3?

	Level
	Course
	Equivalent to  

	Level 1
	BTEC First from 2012 if passed at L1
	GCSE D-G

	Level 2
	BTEC First from 2012 if passed at L1
	1 GCSE A-C

	Level 3
	National Award 

National Certificate 

National Diploma 
	1 A-level

2 A-levels

3 A-levels


Getting the Grade
The tasks at each level are graded according to how difficult they are to achieve.  The key words used in the tasks will help you to understand what you have to do.

Obtaining a Pass Grade

	KEY WORDS
	DESCRIPTION

	Complete…
	Complete a form, diagram or drawing.

	Demonstrate…
	Show that you can do a particular activity.

	Describe…
	Give a clear, straightforward description which includes all the main points

	Identify…
	Give all the basic facts that relate to a certain topic.

	List…
	Write a list of the main items (not sentences).

	Name…
	State the proper terms related to a drawing or diagram.

	Outline…
	Give all the main points, but without going into too much detail.

	State…
	Point out or list the main features.


In order to achieve a pass grade you will have to identify information.  You can do this in different ways:

•
Make a list

•
Produce a mind map

•
Produce a poster

•
Produce a table

•
Produce a labelled diagram or drawing

•
Design a game or puzzle

•
Produce a plan

•
Produce a flow chart

· You may be able to include images to illustrate your work.

For pass grade you will also be expected to describe in your own words the information you have found.  This can be done in the following formats:

· A formal report

· A power point presentation

· A leaflet

· A handout or information sheet

· A web page

Examples:

· List the main features on your mobile phone.

· Describe the best way to greet a customer

· Outline the procedures you follow to keep your computer system secure.

Obtaining a Merit  grade:

	KEY WORDS
	DESCRIPTION

	Analyse…
	Identify the factors that apply, and state how these are linked and how each of them relates to the topic.

	Comment on…
	Give your own opinions or views

	Compare…Contrast…
	Identify the main factors relating to two or more items and pointout the similarities and differences.

	Competently use…
	Take full account of information and feedback you have obtainedto review or improve an activity.

	Demonstrate…
	Prove you can carry out a more complex activity.

	Describe…
	Give a full description including details of all the relevant features

	Explain…
	Give logical reasons to support your views.

	Justify…
	Give reasons for the points you are making so that the reader knows what you are thinking.

	Suggest…
	Give you own ideas or thoughts.


Examples 

To achieve this grade you will have to work independently and find information using different methods (see research methods page 17).  You will have to write in detail and give examples to show that you have understood the information well.  You will have to explain in details using your own words and give reasons for the points that you make. You will have to review what you have done and give reasons for the choices you made.

Obtaining a Merit

· Explain why mobile phones are so popular.

· Describe the needs of four different types of customers.

· Suggest the type of procedures a business would need to introduce to keep its IT system secure.

Obtaining a Distinction grade
To achieve this grade, you will have to be completely independent, using your own ideas, giving your opinion and justifying the points that you make. You will be expected to link ideas together and evaluate your work by identifying the strengths and weaknesses and giving ideas for improvement.  You will use your teachers mainly for support and guidance, as the ideas will be yours.

	KEYWORD
	DESCRIPTION

	Analyse…
	Identify several factors, show how they are linked, and explain the importance of each.

	Compare… Contrast…
	Identify the main factors in two or more situations, then explain the similarities and differences, and in some cases adapt your original ideas.

	Demonstrate…
	Prove that you can carry out a complex activity taking into account information you have obtained or received to adapt your original ideas.

	Describe…
	Give a comprehensive description that tells a story to the reader and shows that you can apply your knowledge and information correctly.

	Evaluate…
	Bring together all your information and make a judgement on the importance or success of something.

	Explain…
	Provide fill details and reasons to support the arguments you are making

	Justify…
	Give full reasons or evidence to support your opinion.

	Recommend…
	Weigh up all the evidence to come to a conclusion, with reasons, about what would be best.


Examples:

· Evaluate the features and performance of your mobile phone.

· Analyse the role of customer service in contributing to an organisation’s success.
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